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“What is your favorite Christmas carol of all time?  Why do you think most of us like to hear about the “the best, the greatest, the top 10?”
We are a culture that values and pays attention to things that are recognized as the best, the pinnacle, the most.  So I thought it would be appropriate to challenge you today to consider the greatest hits of Christmas. According to God’s Word that is.  I’m asking “In the Bible, what are the stand out truths and events and principles that are the best of the best?”

And to help us with this list, I’m going to turn to what many have called the apostle Paul’s description of Christmas.  

“Let’s have someone read Philippians 2:5-11.  What stands out to you in this description of Jesus?”

Greatest Christmas hit #1: Jesus is fully God
“Let’s zero in on Christ’s divinity as stated in verse 6.  Why is it hard to fully appreciate God becoming man if you don’t embrace this truth – that Jesus is fully God?”
Paul is saying that Jesus was essentially and unalterably God. Over and over again, the Bible makes direct and indirect statements or claims that Jesus is fully God.  I’ve listed just a few below:

There are indirect claims.

· Divine names are ascribed to Him (Alpha and Omega in Rev. 1:11; Holy One in Acts 3:14; Thomas call Him God in John 20:28; . Paul says he is the "Great God and Savior" in Titus 2:13) 

· Divine attributes were recognized in Jesus (all knowing Matt. 11:27; everywhere present- Matt. 18:20; eternality- John 1:1; unchanging (immutability)- Hebrews 13:8; pre-existence in Col. 1:17.) 

· Divine authority was claimed by Jesus: He claimed power for forgive sins, to raise the dead (Jn. 6:39-44) to dispense judgment (John 5:22-23); and to bestow eternal life (John 10:28)

Jesus made some direct claims:

· "Before Abraham was, I am" (Jn. 8:58) 

· "I and the Father are One" (Jn. 8:16) 

· "He who has seen Me has seen the Father" (John 14:9) 

“Why should we list this truth, that Jesus is fully God, as one of the greatest hits of Christmas?”

Action Step

Because Jesus is fully God, I can be confident that I have found the one and only being worth worshipping and trusting for my life and eternity.

That’s Christmas at its best.  That’s something to shout about!  Because Jesus is God, He is all-powerful and He cannot be defeated. Because He is God, He is the only adequate Savior. Because He is God, believers are safe and can never perish; we have security. Because He is God, we can have confidence that He will empower us for the task that He commands us for. And because He is God, all people will be accountable to Him when He returns to judge the world.

“How does your confidence that Jesus is God and worth worshipping affect your daily life?”
I think that’s a pretty good reason for saying that this is probably the greatest hit or truth of Christmas.  This is Christmas at its best.   But wait.  There’s more.

Greatest Christmas hit #2: Jesus is fully human
It is one thing to believe that Jesus was fully God. It is another to believe He was fully man. It seems impossible to believe both at the same time. But this is what the Bible affirms. He was fully God and fully man. 

“Let’s focus on verse 7.  Why is it important to you that Jesus was fully human?”

Jesus was and is God . . . He had every right to the privileges and honor due Him as God, but He did not cling to those rights. Instead, He relinquished them in order to become a man. He chose to leave the splendor of Heaven to live in the limitations of earth. He subjected Himself to the requirements of sleep, aching muscles, hunger, frustration, temptation, and time. 

Because of this fact, there are some pretty heavyweight implications that you and I need to consider especially at Christmas time.

Let’s have someone read Hebrews 4:14-16.  How does this passage encourage you?”
I’d say that this truth also qualifies as one the greatest truths of Christmas.

Action Step

Because Jesus is fully man, I can be confident that He can and will come to my aid as my sympathetic High Priest when I am in need.
“What are some ways that Jesus has come to your aid in your hour of need?”
Greatest Christmas hit #3:  Jesus is a servant
In verse 7, Paul is saying "If you want to know what it means to live as a servant . . . look at Jesus." And from Christ's example we can conclude that being a servant means making responsible use of the privileges we have been given.  Jesus was the best, all time greatest, servant.  His life embodied servanthood.  He did not abuse his privileges, but instead used them to serve us. 

“How does Christ’s example of servanthood inspire you to be a servant?”

For us as Christians, we have the same responsibility, to be servants who are responsible to use our privileges to serve others.  One of those privileges and responsibilities is what the Bible calls “adorning the gospel”.  Making the teaching about Jesus attractive.  

Titus says 

“. . . . in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.” (Titus 2:10)
“We have all been given so much in Christ.  What are some ways you hope to make the teaching about Jesus more attractive through your life in 2011?  Let’s brainstorm some ideas together.”

Action Step

Because Jesus is a perfect servant, 

He has given me the best example of servanthood.  Therefore I will seek to make the gospel attractive to others by serving them. 

Now maybe this challenge is a bit daunting to you.  Can I give you some good biblical motivation?  Consider verse 8 again:

8  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!

I don’t know about you, but this passage motivates me to point others to Jesus in 2011. Jesus took servanthood to the point of dying for you and me.  He loves us that much!   If that is true, then the least I can do is point others to the Savior by serving them.   

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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