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“Share with the group about a time where your good actions were criticized as bad (please do not name names or gossip).”

In this passage, Peter begins by presenting us with the two possibilities for Christians living in a hostile world.

I. The Possibilities

First, there is the possibility that we won’t suffer at all.  

13  Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?

That leads Peter to the second possibility. 

14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear ; do not be frightened."

In that culture and in that time period, suffering for doing right was quite likely.  Doing right today in many parts of the world does not guarantee a trouble-free life. Verse 14 tells us that Christ may call us to suffer for doing right.  What do we do then?  Peter gives us instructions:

II. The Instructions

We can summarize Peter’s instructions to Christians who suffer for their faith in five simple commands:

A. Cheer Up!

14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. (v. 14a-b).

Peter uses the same Greek word for blessed that Jesus used in the Sermon on the Mount, when he said, 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10).

“Make believe that you are explaining to a new Christian how they should cheer up and be blessed in the midst of persecution.  How would you explain this truth?  What would that look like in your life?”
B. Give Up!

"Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." (v. 14c). 

“How does the presence of Christ remove fear from your life?”
C. Lift Up!

15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.” (v. 15a).

“Ponder those three words for a moment. Only Christ matters.  How does this truth help you in a hostile world?”

We will never be ready for suffering until we lift Christ up and set him apart as Lord of all.

D. Speak Up!

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, (v. 15b). 

“What do you learn about sharing your faith in verse 15?  List as many principles as you can.  Give practical examples of what these look like in daily living.”
E. Shape Up!

“16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” (v. 16). 

“What does keeping a clear conscience look like in your life?”

Don’t give anyone a reason to slander Christ because of the way you live. A saint is a person who makes it easy to believe in Jesus. Words whisper, actions shout.

III. The Conclusion

“17  It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” (v. 17). 

“Verse 17 tells us that sometimes it is God’s will for Christians to suffer.   How do you feel about that?”
“How do all these verses comfort you?”

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
