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"Before we dive into Colossians 2, let's go around the circle and have each one of you finish that statement "Being rich means this to me . . . "
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Colossians 2:1-7

Read Colossians 2:1-7
"How do you know when someone is committed to helping you achieve your goals?"

Paul gives us seven actions to do if you want to be rich in God's eyes and effective as a church and growing in maturity.

1. Be faithful in difficult times (2a)

"Share an example of someone who has been faithful to you during difficult times.  What did that kind of encouragement mean to you?"
The word Paul uses for the word translated "encouraged" is the word "parakalein". Sometimes this word means to comfort, sometimes to exhort but it is always used in the sense of enabling someone to meet a difficult situation with confidence and strength. One of the indications of mature faith then is strength even when the times are tough. 

How do you need to demonstrate your faithfulness to the Lord when times are tough?
2. Be loving in relationships (2b) 

Let's make a list of what true love looks like in the body of Christ. 

3. Be growing in knowledge and understanding (2c,3) 

"Why is it important to apply God's Word versus just knowing God's Word?"

Don't fall into the trap of gaining knowledge and avoiding application.  Desire true wisdom.

4. Be discerning in confusing times (4) 

"How could each of us become more discerning when it comes to avoiding confusion caused by false teachers?"
5. Be disciplined in discipleship (2:5)

"How are the disciplines of physical exercise and spiritual growth similar?"

Paul says the Colossians have arrived at a measure of maturity because of their attention to godly discipline and training. The mature believer, avoids the periods of coasting and drifting by being disciplined in their Christian life. 

6. Be consistent in daily living (2:6,7)

"What are some ways we can "stay in bounds" and "walk in Him" daily?"
Zero in on the phrase "live in him" or some of your Bibles say "walk in Him."  

Disciplining our walk means that first we need to "stay in bounds" and "walk in Him". Think of a sporting event without rules and the chaos that would result.   

In the same way if a Christian is not walking in His will (according to the rules) then his mind is wide open for deception.  

7. Be grateful in your heart (2:7) 

"What are some ways you and I can be "overflowing with gratitude" consistently?"

Of all the choices we make in life, few affect us more powerfully than our choice between gratitude and grumbling. An honest look at our lives will reveal which choice we have made. If it's grumbling, we probably see few blessings. If it's gratitude, we not only find innumerable blessings—they seem to find us! 

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

