IMPACT Group Discussion Guide
of message on 5-30-10
“The Rock & Your Role:

 How To Be Encouraged In The Midst Of Suffering”
Message #3 in the series

“Be Encouraged!”

I Peter  2:4-10
Pastor Rainer Kunz
“What might be some emotions you'd experience if you suffered persecution?"

I hope this gives you a little bit of insight into how suffering and persecution is often more damaging to our minds than it is to our bodies.  This is absolutely critical for you to understand as we continue our study in 1 Peter.

Remember that Peter is writing to Christians in Asia Minor in 64 A.D. to encourage them to bear up during a difficult time of political, social and personal suffering.    There is no doubt that some of these believers must have felt alone, worthless, forgotten.  
While I doubt any of us have gone through this kind of persecution, chances are that some of us have dealt with suffering at some level. There is no doubt that some of you have felt alone, worthless, forgotten.  
What's the antidote?  How can we fortify ourselves so that we don't lose our minds and turn our backs on Christ?  Peter says the cure is looking to the Rock and understanding your role.  The truest thing about you is what God says about you.

"How would you explain the following statement - "the truest thing about you is what God says about you"?
The Bible teaches very clearly that your beliefs determine your behavior and your attitude.

"As a man thinks in his heart, so is he."  (Proverbs 23:7)

"How do our beliefs determine our behavior and attitudes?"
Persecution and suffering also have the potential of distorting a Christian's perspective.

So let’s look at what God says about you.  God says Christians are privileged people.  The theme of 
1 Peter 2:4-10 is spiritual privileges. Peter gives us a list explaining what is ours because we are Christ's. This is a passage of great joy for every Christian.

So the first principle of how to be encouraged in the midst of suffering is:

1.  Make sure you have come into a relationship with Christ and that you keep coming to Him.

Focus on just the first few words of verse 4 -  As you come to him, the living Stone

"How would you explain the following concept to a new Christian - We should be always coming to Christ; we have come to Him, and we are coming to Him, and we will keep on coming to Him?"

And who are we coming to?  Peter calls Him the "Living Stone".  He uses the analogy of a stone to identify and describe Christ. 

"How is Jesus like a living stone?"
Peter is encouraging Christians to keep coming to the Lord, for He is your living Lord, your living Hope, your living Word, your living Stone."
2. Realize that Jesus was rejected by others as well.

4  rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--
"How would knowing that Jesus was rejected encourage a Christian who is rejected?"
Friends, if you're being rejected as a Christian and ridiculed, rejoice!  You're on the right track!  You are in good company!  You may be rejected by men, but, like Jesus, you are precious to God.

3. Realize that you are God's building material.

5  you also, like living stones, 

Be encouraged!  You are being identified by God with the same terms He uses to describe Jesus - you are a living stone. Christ is the chosen, precious living Stone, and believers possess His life. As living stones, they constitute a spiritual house. Here's how the apostle Paul describes this concept:

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit." (Ephesians 2:19-22)
"How would realizing that you are God's building material encourage you?"
Peter is saying "When you are persecuted and tempted to believe that you are worthless, then think again.  You're a living stone".   When you give your life to Christ and Christ comes into your life, you become a building block in God's great plan and you become a living stone.  

4. Realize that you are part of God's great construction plan.

5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 

Because the temple God is building is made of living stones, it will never be destroyed. It will never crumble and it will never need renovation. And we who believe are part of it. Every Christian is part of God’s temple. 

"How does knowing that you are a part of God's great construction plan help you get through suffering?"
Be encouraged even if you are suffering for a little while.  God is continuously building His church, His kingdom and you are an important part of that!
5. Realize that you are a priest

5 are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

"How does it make you feel to know that God views you as part of a holy priesthood?"
God says that you and I are priests.  That makes us extremely important in God's game plan.   In the Old Testament, priests did two things:

1.  They had the right, privilege and responsibility to go directly to God.  They could pray to God, talk to God, worship, fellowship.  Everybody else had to go through a priest.  The priest went one‑on‑one with God.

2.  The priest had the privilege and responsibility of representing God to the people and ministering (serving) to the needs of other people.  He did this through offering sacrifices.  

Those are the very two things that are true of you when you become a believer.  

1.  You have a right to go directly to God.

2.  God says you have been gifted for ministry to serve other people.  

"How could these applications of your holy priesthood change how you live this week?"

6. Realize that your life is built on the Perfect Cornerstone.

6  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."
According to the building practices of Peter's time, when men set out to build a building they wanted stones that fit perfectly. The most important stone in the entire building was the cornerstone. The perfection of the cornerstone helped maintain the perfect symmetry of the rest of the building. Like a plumb line stretching in every direction, the cornerstone set the direction lines for the building both horizontally and vertically. If any of the angles were off, the building would be off. All those angles were set by one massive cornerstone to which all other stones were laid out in agreement. That is a wonderful picture of how Christ relates to the church.

"Since Jesus is the perfect, precious cornerstone, how does this bless your life and help you during tough times?"
Christians who get persecuted usually are tempted to wonder "Am I staking my life on a lie?  Is my foundation sure?  What if I'm being duped, conned?"
And God responds, "My child, your life is built on the Perfect Cornerstone.   You need never to be ashamed.  No matter what others will try to convince you of, your life, your worldview, your values, your convictions are the right ones, because Jesus is the perfect cornerstone.  He has been chosen, tested, proven true. You think that those who persecute you are shaming you.  Think again.  According to God you will never be put to shame if you build your life on Him.

7. Realize that those who reject Jesus will stumble. 

7  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,"

8  and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for.

"How do you respond to the fact that the same stone (Jesus) that saves some causes others to stumble?"
The early Christians to whom Peter was writing must have felt like, "Man, ever since I started following Jesus, my life has been tougher.  I'm stumbling all over the place.  Things were easier for me when I went along with the world."

But Peter reminds them "Not so fast friends.  Keep your eyes fixed on the chief cornerstone -Jesus.  Keep your wits about you and keep your perspective straight.  It's not Christ followers who stumble, it's those who reject Jesus who stumble.  And eventually Jesus the Rock will crush them."

So the next time you're tempted to feel like a fool, or feel sorry for yourself because you follow Jesus and it seems like others are having a great time, then think again. They are really the ones who are stumbling and falling.  You don't want to be in their shoes.

8. Rejoice that you are chosen!

9  But you are a chosen people, 

"Why is the act of being chosen such a powerful encourager for most of us?"
We love that feeling of being accepted, chosen for an award, for an honor, for a promotion, for some special opportunity.  

9. Live in light of your royal identity.

9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

The offices of royalty and priesthood were jealously separated in Israel, but Jesus, who is our King and Priest, has brought them together for His people.  And now He makes us priests and part of His royal family. In God's eyes we are royalty! 

"List some of the benefits you receive because you are privileged to be counted as a member of God's royal family"
Why does he give us the status of royalty and the priesthood?  Look at the end of verse 9 - so that we may declare His message and good news to others. 

God made you who you are so you could tell the world who he is. We exist to advertise God’s excellence to the world. We are in the PR business. We’re God’s agents on the earth. This is the full-time job description of a royal priest—to declare the glories of our God and King.

"How can you advertise God's excellence to the world this week?"

10. Realize that you are forgivable and forgiven.

10  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

"How does God's forgiveness of your sins cause you to live differently?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
