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“Why The Glory Of God Matters:

It Matters To God”

Pastor Rainer Kunz

There are probably many of us who are not quite sure what the glory of God means.  So let's get our definitions right and clear up any fuzziness. Most importantly, I want you to see how practical this topic is for you and how you live each day.

We’re calling this series “Why The Glory Of God Matters.”  We’re tying it into our purpose as a church which is

Our purpose is to glorify God by producing followers of Christ who are passionate about God, His Word, His Church, and the lost.

"Why would it be difficult to have a passion for God without understanding what the glory of God means?"

What does the glory of God mean?

The word glory means great beauty or splendor.  The glory of God therefore refers to the beauty of His spirit. It is not an aesthetic beauty or a material beauty, but it is the beauty that emanates from His character, from all that He is.   God's glory is the essence of His nature

How is the glory of God displayed?

1. In people

"For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” (1 Cor. 4:6,7)

"In what ways would we see the glory of God displayed in people?"
2. Through His creation

"In what ways would we see the glory of God displayed in His creation?"
"How many of you enjoyed the "Indescribable" movie last week?  What impressed you most about God's glory in the universe?"
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. (Psalm 19:1,2)

 "Let's read Romans 1:21-25.  How do people fall into worshipping created things rather than the Creator?"

3. Through heaven 

 " Read Revelation 21:22-24.  How will God's glory be revealed in heaven?"
4. Through Jesus Christ

 "Read Hebrews 1:1-3.  How is God's glory revealed through Jesus?"

How do I glorify God?
 "What does 1 Chronicles 16:28-29 tell us about how we are to glorify God?"

1.  We glorify God by giving Him praise and worship because only He deserves it.

Believers are called to give glory to God by what we say and do. It does not mean that we are adding to the glory God already has. It means we are revealing the glory of God to the world through our words, lifestyle, and behavior.

"So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God." (1 Corinthians 10:31 NIV)
 "What might be some everyday ways you can glorify God in your life?"
2. By bringing an offering.

"Bring an offering and come before him; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. (1 Chronicles 16:29)

 "What kind of offerings might we bring to God to glorify Him?"


"Why should we emphasize that the glory of God matters to God?"

In other words, when I read my Bible, it says that everything God does is for His own glory.  Why does God always take action for his own glory?

Two reasons (among others). 

1)  Because the Bible says God does everything for His own glory.

Let me give you just one example.  When it comes to God's choice to forgive us, the Bible says he forgives us for His name's sake.  

"I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more". (Isaiah 43:25) 

For the sake of your name, O Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. (Psalm 25:11) 

Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for your name's sake.! (Psalm 79:9) 

". . . your sins have been forgiven on account of his name." (1 John 2:12) 

Do you get the idea?  Everything God does is for His own name sake or glory.  Why?  Is God some kind of self centered, ego maniac? No.  That's where the second reason comes in. . . 

Why should we emphasize that the glory of God matters to God?

2. Because it shows God’s great love.

Because it makes clear that God loves us with the greatest love. 

Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory. (John 17:24) 

God loves us not in a way that makes us supreme, but makes himself supreme. 

Heaven will not be a hall of mirrors but an increasing vision of infinite greatness. Getting to heaven and finding that we are supreme would be the ultimate let down.  The greatest love makes sure that God does everything in such a way as to uphold and magnify his own supremacy so that when we get there we have something to increase our joy forever—God’s glory. 

 "How are you showing God's glory in your life?"

Here's why I ask this.  Take a look at this verse

"And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.". (2 Corinthians 3:18)

When someone has truly been changed by Christ, they become His glory reflectors.  And as we grow we become more like Him and increase the amount of God's glory we reflect out.  Remember, it all comes from the Lord. There's no bragging here.  God's doing it as we submit to Him and obey Him.

 "What's one thing you could do this week in order to be more of a "glory of God reflector"?
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
