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Colossians 4:2-18

"What do you enjoy most about hiking or taking a walk?  What do you like the least?"
Even if you're not a Christian or a part of this church, everyone of us is on a trail headed toward a goal, a destination, whether we know it or not. That's how it was for the apostle Paul.  Here's what he said,

" I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:14)

So as he sits in prison writing this letter that we've been studying to the church at Colosse,  he looks back at the body of his letter and it is almost complete.  He has met head on the false teachers who were threatening these Christians.  Paul has done a masterful job of explaining the sovereign lordship and complete sufficiency of Christ.  He has refuted false teaching, explained the true nature of the Christian life.  He’s shown us our source of power, our heavenly aspirations, and how we are to behave in various relationships with others.  Throughout it all he is proclaiming that Jesus is enough.  It's all about Jesus!

"If you knew you'd never see your friends and family again, what parting advice would you give them?"
So now, he has just a few lines left.  Paul’s journey is coming to an end.  His goal is within sight.   He is in his 1st imprisonment, but does not know it.  What do you think he will focus on?  What parting advice would you give to your fellow pilgrims on the trail to heaven?  Well here’s the trail advice.  Don't hit the trail without it!  Read these three essential life trail guidelines with me out loud:

Pray hard

Mind your manners

Choose godly friends

Paul starts out in chapter 4, verse 2 by focusing on the Christian's most important private discipline - prayer.  It is absolutely essential for life on the trail.

IN PRIVATE - PRAY HARD
4:2-4

1. Be devoted to prayer

2 " Devote yourselves to prayer. . . " 

"Why is it hard to be devoted to prayer?  What would make it easier?"
2. Be spiritually alert

". . . being watchful. . . " 

Do you know what keeps us awake in our praying? Prayer is intensified by need.  

"How is prayer intensified by need?"
Another part of praying hard is . . . 
3. Be thankful

" . . . and thankful."

"Why do we need to be reminded to be thankful in prayer?"

Our natural inclination on the trail is to complain. 

4. Pray for open doors for God’s Word.

3 " And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains."
"What kind of doors could you pray for that God might open for the Word of God to go out."
5. Pray for clear proclamation

4  "Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should."

"How can we pray for our pastors and others who communicate the Word of God?"

IN PUBLIC - MIND YOUR MANNERS
4:5-7

Guess what?  You are being watched!  So what does Paul tells us to do on the trail?  Mind our manners.  How? 

6. Live wisely in front of a watching world

5  "Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity."

"How can you live more wisely in front of others who are watching you and your witness for Christ?"
"How can you make the most of every opportunity?"

7. Speak with grace

In other words, watch your mouth

6  "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone."
"How can you improve your ability to speak in an engaging way to anyone who asks you about Christ who lives in you?"

ON THE JOURNEY - CHOOSE GODLY FRIENDS 

4:8-18

So Paul, in these closing words, gets very personal and demonstrates that he did not do life alone.  To be sure, he wrote these last words as personal instructions to the Colossians.  But through these concluding remarks, we see how he lived out this principle of . . . 

8. Surround yourself with godly friends
"Let's read 4:8-18.  Please point out all the positive characteristics of Paul's friends."
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of you have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

