IMPACT Group Discussion Guide
of message on 5-9-10
“The Great Giveaway”

Mother’s Day Celebration

It is no accident that we combined Mother’s Day and the Great Giveaway last Sunday.  I doubt that any of us can imagine a person in our lives who has given more than our mother.  Most mothers spend a life time giving to others selflessly.  

“Name one thing your mom gave up for you.”

“What did you enjoy most about the Great Giveaway last Sunday?”
And yet my friends, as great as mothers are at giving, there is one Giver who is greater by far – the Lord Jesus Christ.

He has made possible the ultimate give away – salvation from our sins. When you put your trust in Christ, you become a recipient of the greatest gifts in the universe, fully paid for by the blood of God's own Son.  Let’s apply the following eight things Jesus gives us when we give our lives to Him.

 
WHAT JESUS GIVES AWAY

1.  Total forgiveness

" For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one can boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9).
All your sins - past, present, and future - were forgiven because Jesus bore them for you on the cross.  You are accepted by God, not at all because of what you have done, but because of what He did!  

 

“How does Christ’s gift of forgiveness cause you to live differently each day?”
2.  Peace with God

"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,!" (Romans 5:1).  

Many people would give anything to have peace in their life.  They are worn out by strife with others, hostility in the world, and their own lack of peace in their hearts.  They lack contentment.   They try to fill that emptiness with material things and busyness.  But nothing works, because they don't have peace with God.  

“What does peace with God mean to you?  What would your life be like if you did not have peace with God?”

3.  Free admission into God’s own family

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

"You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus," (Galatians 3:26).  

     

 You have been "born again" into God's own family.   You are a new creation, you become a new person.  You may never have had a loving family, but you can have one now.

“What practical implications do you see when it comes to this truth about being accepted into God’s family?”

4.  Eternal life

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16).  

You will live with God in His paradise kingdom forever!  

 

“What do you look forward to the most about eternal life with God in heaven?”
5.  The indwelling Holy Spirit

"Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?" (1 Corinthians 3:16).  

 
You have become a temple, or dwelling place, of God's Spirit.  He lives inside of you!  

“How have you seen the Holy Spirit work in your life?”
6. His love (from which you can never be separated.)

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39).

Nothing can separate you from the love of Christ!  

 

“How could this giveaway of love make a difference in your life during tough times?”

7.  A share in His kingdom

"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom." (Luke 12:32).  

God has chosen to share His kingdom with you! 

 

“How do you feel about gaining a share in God’s kingdom?”
8.  All of God's promises

"For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ." (2 Corinthians 1:20). 

You have access to all of God's many promises as contained in His Word.  They are all for you, free and paid for by the blood of Jesus.  

“Which of God’s promises are most precious to you?  How does it cause you to live differently?”

“How can you communicate to others this week that Jesus is the Greatest Giver?”

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
