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"Do you think that people are basically selfish or unselfish?  Why?

"In what ways do you see God being open handed and generous?"
In creation He forms and fashions and then releases with open hands.   In the history of his people, He opens his hands and lavishly provides them with land and food and favor, protection and blessing.   When his children are lonely and frightened and unsure, he says "Take my hand.  Its open to you."
When JC came and saw the needs of people, he opened his hands to teach them and to love them and to comfort them.   And when he was just about ready to be nailed to the cross as a sin payment for you and for me, He didn't shake his fists at the people with the hammers in their hands.  What did he do?  He opened his hands.

Jesus said, ". . . whoever comes to me I will never drive away." (John 6:37)

Those are the open hands of God himself reaching out to you.

The open hands of God are merely the outward manifestation of the inner reality, which we're talking about today.  That part of God that sincerely enjoys giving to others in a liberated and lavish manner.  A manner that winds up leaving the recipients gasping and saying "Thank you God for being so generous."   And it's the lavishness of God that so distinguishes how his hands work from how our hands tend to work.  

Let's read Ephesians 1:3-8. Look at the language here and look at all the times in this short passage that Paul pours out his wonder and amazement at the generosity of God. 
"What do you learn about God from the following verses?"
"You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing." (Psalm 145:16)

"Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness." (Lamentations 3:23,24)

"When God changes our heart and transforms us from the inside out, how does this produce generosity and joy in us?"
ZACH'S STORY

Let's read Luke 19:1-9.  What do you observe about the sudden change in this man's level of generosity?  How did this happen?"

"What does Ecclesiastes 2:10,11 teach us about the pursuit material things?"

How would describe the economic cycle of insanity that Pastor Rainer described last Sunday?"

"What does 1 Tim. 6:17,18 teach us about generosity?"

"It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35)

Wonderful things happen when we have this infectious spirit of generosity.   So look at your hands again.  Are they open?  And then back up.  Look at your heart.  Who owns it?  Have you been transformed by Christ or do you still run your own show?  And if you're a Christian and your heart was transformed, do you see signs that your mind is changing?  Because when you fill your mind with God's Word and his perspective then its just natural for your hands to open up and for you to model your life after the wonderfully generous God we serve. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
