orship

There is an opportunity that comes with everything new. It is the
opportunity to marvel at the absolute wonder of God’s grace. When we
receive a new gift, when we meet a new friend, when a baby is born,
when we fall in love, when we fall in love all over again in the seventh
year of our marriage, when someone forgives us, when we forgive
another, when the doctor says, “Well, we've ruled out ,or
when we celebrate the beginning of a New Year, we are given a fresh,
new reminder that one of the most amazing things about God is his
grace...his willingness and his desire to keep on giving us new things
and new starts.

Read through the suggested passages in each of the following three
categories and follow each with a discussion based on the application
questions.

1. God patiently gave Israel (his one and only chosen nation) new
starts...

Read Isaiah 1:18

Questions:

What do you know of Israel’s failures? Can you recall any?

What does the imagery of Isaiah 1:18 tell you about the Lord’s
forgiveness?

ORG

)5

/NS

WESTSOUN

2. God patiently waits for people to accept his grace and thereby
receive new life...

Read 2 Peter 3:8,9

Questions:

Based on this passage, how will you now answer people who ask, “If God
is so loving, why does he not just clean the world up right away?”

What does this passage tell us about the attributes of God?

What is an appropriate act of worship in light of this passage?

Read Romans 3:21-24
Questions:
In light of Romans 3:22,23, who is eligible for the amazing gift of

everlasting, always new righteousness?

Take a few moments to contemplate a serious question, “If you were not
saved, what would your life look like right now?”

In what way does this motivate you to share the good news about Jesus
with others?

In the year 2010, what will you do differently to make this happen? Can
you be specific? Can you set some dates? Can you think of some
resources that might be of help to you in this endeavor?




3. God offers a ton of new things to those who receive Jesus Christ
for salvation...

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17

Question:

Can you describe one contrast between your old self and your new self
that just makes you want to bust out in thanksgiving and worship?
(Remember, according to Romans 6, your old self really is dead. All that

is left is the nagging memories haunting your mind. They have no power
and, therefore, do not have to be obeyed.)

Read Revelation 5:6-14
Questions:

In verses 9 and 10 the four creatures and the 24 elders sing a new song
to the Lamb of God.

What does this song tell us about Jesus?

What does it tell us about those he redeems?

In what way do you deserve to be mentioned like this in a song of
adoration to the Lamb of God in the very throne room of heaven (Hint:
you do not)?

However, if you are saved, you are among the mentioned. You are a part
of the heavenly anthem. In light of this, now how is the Spirit of God
collaborating with your spirit to produce a response of worship?
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Read Revelation 2:17

Also read Matthew 16:13-20

Questions:

While we do not know the name we will one day receive, it might be fun

to think about it. So, consider two different categories and pick a couple
of new names that you will want to live up to.

A new name based on change

A new name based on changes you would like to make

Now have a little fun encouraging one another. What might be a good
name for someone else in the circle? Why would you choose that name
for him or her?

Read Revelation 21:1-4
Also read Romans 8:18-25; Philippians 1:20-23; and Titus 2:11-14
Questions:

Does the hope of a new heaven and new earth cause you to
rejoice?

Does it change your perspective on trials and tribulations?

Do you look forward to being with the Savior?

If so, can you describe this to someone without having them think
that you are merely being fatalistic (dark, dejected, depressed,

hopeless, resigned)?

If not, how will you go about cultivating this hope for the new
heaven and new earth?
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