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"What's the funniest thing your mom ever did (that you can share publicly)?

"Take a look at Exodus 20:12.  Why do you think God included this command in His 10 commandments?"

"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you." (Exodus 20:12)  

WHY GOD GAVE THIS COMMAND

1.  PRINCIPLE : There is no such thing as a "perfect parent"

It is easy to honor a perfect parent, but there is no such thing.  So God is telling us to honor them even when they are imperfect.

"Why is it important to honor our moms even when they are imperfect?"
2.  PATTERN : How I relate to my parents affects every other relationship I have. 

"How does the pattern we follow with our parents  affect our pattern with future relationships?"

3.  PROMISE : If I "honor" my parents, I will benefit from it.

"What are some of the benefits that come our way when we honor our parents?"

I CAN HONOR MY MOTHER BY . . .

1. Accepting her

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” (Romans 15:7) 

“Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother . . . "(Proverbs 23:22)  
"What are some ways you can demonstrate acceptance toward your mother?"
“Woe to him who says to his father, 'What have you begotten?' or to his mother, 'What have you brought to birth?” (Isaiah 45:10)  

2. Appreciating her

"What are some ways you can demonstrate appreciation toward your mother?"

"Be grateful for the good things that the Lord has given you and your family . . . " (Deuteronomy 26:11, Good News Bible)

". . . when your mother is old, show her your appreciation."  (Proverbs 23:22, Good News Bible)

There are at least 2 things you can appreciate:


1. Her effort 


2. Her sacrifice

3. Affirming her

Honor in Hebrew literally means to treasure, affirm, value them.

“Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act.” (Proverbs 3:27)

"What are some ways you can demonstrate affirmation toward your mother?"

4. Not abandoning her 

I'm referring to the support and assistance you need to give your mom when she is old.  As our parents grow older, it is our responsibility to take care of them.  The roles become reversed. The Bible says it is a disgrace to neglect parents.  A nation that disregards its parents will destroy itself.  Here's a powerful verse

“But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.” (1 Timothy 5:4)  
"What are some ways you can demonstrate to your mother that you will not abandon her?"
A WORD TO THOSE WITHOUT MOTHERS

What about those of you who were abandoned or orphaned.  Perhaps you've lost your mother. What does God have to say to you?

"My father and mother may abandon me, but the Lord will take care of me." (Psalm 27:10, Good News Bible).
You see, you are very special if your mother is absent.  God wants to be closer to you than you ever thought possible.  He wants to be your parent in a special way.  He is enough if you let Him be. 

"How might God meet the need of someone whose mother is absent?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of you have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

