IMPACT Group Discussion Guide

"As we look forward to celebrating the 4th of July, why are you thankful for the country we live in?"

"Moses The Mess Up"

Exodus 1,3,4
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In Exodus 1:8-22 we read that after Joseph and his brother's died, their descendants, the children of Israel, multiplied greatly.  But after awhile the Egyptians forced them into slavery.  The Egyptians grew ever more frightened that the Hebrews would overthrow them.  So in chapter 1:22, Pharaoh ordered that every baby boy be thrown into the river."

In chap. 2 - Moses mom put him in a basket and Pharaoh's daughter picked him out of the river and Moses was nursed by his own mother.  And Moses grew up in the palace of Pharaoh.

In 2:11-15 we read that Moses blew it early in life.  He killed a man.  He fled to Midian and at age 40 he was a mess up.   Now fast forward his story 40 years to age 80. God is concerned about the Israelites and chooses the man Moses to lead them out.  But first he needs to get Moses' attention, so in chap. 3 he speaks to Moses from a burning bush.  God tells Moses that He wants him to lead his people out of Egypt and Moses response is in verse 11

But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" (Exodus 3:11)

Moses felt like a mess up.  

"Describe a time you messed up and lacked confidence?
Read Exodus 3:12-15
You see what's going on here?  When you live constantly with unresolved failure and rejection you're confidence goes in the tank.

Moses gives other objections in chap. 4:1,10, 13. Moses did not want the job.  So God gives Moses, Aaron to be his spokesman and in chap. 5 they go to Pharaoh and tell him, "God says, Let my people go."  God brings down a bunch of plagues on the Egyptians - blood, frogs, locusts, darkness, hail, lice, flies, disease and the death of the first born.  Finally they let the Israelites go.  They get out of Egypt and come up against the Red Sea.  There's no way to get across and behind them the Egyptian army is pursuing them to bring them back.

READ 14:11-14

"What do you learn from Moses about how to handle fearful, critical people?"

Moses was the leader set up by God.  God proved this over and over again through miracles and still the people grumbled against and rejected Moses.  

In Numbers 20, the people are grumbling again.  Read Num. 20:2-12

What did God say to do to the rock?  Speak to it.  Because of that God said, "Moses I'm not going to let you into the Promised Land.  I'll let you see it, but since you disobeyed me by hitting the rock, you can't go into the promised land."  

WHAT DOES THE LIFE OF MOSES TEACH US?

1. God can use anybody, any place, anytime

"Why is this an important principle?  How might you use this principle to help you through your next trial?"

2.  God will not be taken lightly

God will not be taken for granted.  He will not switch places with you and let you play God for a day or two.  

"What are some ways you sometimes take God for granted?"

3.  The only one you can trust completely is God
"But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men."  (John 2:24)

"How would applying this principle in your life help you the next time someone let's you down?"
Unfortunately, what we do far too often is we trust people completely and exclude God.  We put our hope in people instead of God and people let us down.

THREE INGREDIENTS TO REBUILD TRUST IN GOD 

IF YOU’VE MESSED UP

1. You must believe God is God

God is not a rumor or myth or some philosophical concept or some great thought.   God is real and He is in charge.  Let God be in charge.  Let him do that.  It's what he does.  Let God be God. 

2. You must obey Him

Don't wink at his commands.  Don't take him lightly.  You must obey him.  If you don't, there are big bills to pay.

3. You must leave the results of your life to God
"What strategies can you employ to practice these principles in your life?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

