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"What do you appreciate most about your dad?"
MEPHIBOSHETH'S STORY

2 Samuel 4:4; 9:1-13
"Would someone please read 2 Samuel 4:4 out loud?"
"How would you describe the emotional and physical condition of Mephibosheth?"
"Would someone please read 2 Samuel 9:1?"
"What impresses you about what David said in 9:1?"

"Now let's read verse 2-4."
"What is significant about Mephibosheth's location?"
"How have you ever tried to hide from God and/or others?"
Let's read verse 5-7

"Why is it true that when grace is in your heart, your hope is to release others from fear, not create it?"
"Why do you think Jesus so often told people to 'fear not'"?
"Think about how you communicate grace to others.  How could you improve?"
"What do David and Mephibosheth teach us about grace?"
Eating at the king's table in those days was like winning the lottery today. Mephibosheth, for the rest of his life, would never have to worry about food or any other need in his life.  And he deserved none of it!  What a scene! What extravagant grace!  From that time on he was welcome at the king's table of continual nourishment and uninterrupted provisions.  Mephibosheth was totally undeserving - yet unconditionally loved.  I think Mephibosheth understood grace.  
"Let's talk about specific ways you can apply each of the following principles to your life.  Give specific examples of actions you could take this week."
HOW YOU CAN APPLY GRACE TO YOUR LIFE
1. Recognize that originally, we all enjoyed fellowship with the Father

2. Understand that when disaster strikes, fear comes

3. Believe that God is always seeking to dispense grace

4.  Admit that you deserve nothing from God

5. Acknowledge that only the King can restore the cripple

6.  Remind yourself constantly of God's grace 

7. Proclaim that all of us can become sons and daughters of God

"You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus," (Galatians 3:26)

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of you have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

CLOSE BY PRAYING FOR THE COMMITMENTS EACH PERSON HAS MADE IN RESPONSE TO THIS MESSAGE.  THEN PRAY FOR NEEDS WITHIN THE GROUP.

