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What are some of the funny ways you have learned by observing the failures of others?
To this day, the life of Samson stands for strength wasted.  He is the epitome of wasted potential.  He was given more ability and resource than any leader of his era, but he wasted his astounding gifts through tragically sinful choices. This morning I have four principles you can use from the life of Samson so that you do not waste the potential God has given you.

"Let's read Judges 13:4,5.  What was God's plan for Samson?

"What was a Nazirite?"

"Why were Samson’s parents ordered to eat nothing unclean?

1. Understand that God has a purpose for your life

"How do you know that God has a purpose for you life?  How does it make you feel?"

"Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will." (Romans 12:2).  
Samson's story goes on in chapter 14.  His downward spiral begins when he rebels against his parents and breaks his vows. This rebellion in Samson's life was evidenced first of all in his demanding attitude. 

“Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman.  When he returned, he said to his father and mother, "I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife." (Judges 14:1,2)

You see that he's telling his parents what to do, he's not asking them for permission.

"How does rebellion against authority contribute cause a person to waste their potential?"
Folks, do you clearly see the second way to not waste your potential?

2. Listen to godly authority

"Why is it so hard for us to listen to godly authority like parents and pastors and/or loving Christian friends when they warn and confront us?"

“How do you handle the loving admonition of godly parents and friends and others who are in authority over you?"

"Let's read all of Judges 16 and see how Samson's downward spiral continues toward disaster.  

"How did sexual sin cause Samson to squander his potential?"

Here’s your third principle

3. Flee sexual sin 

"The Bible says, "you may be sure that your sin will find you out." (Numbers 32:23).  How have you seen this truth lived out?"

"Why is it true that sometimes God must humble us before He can exalt us?"

Here's your last principle . . . 

4. Realize that it is never too late to serve God 

"What would you say to someone who has wasted their life and thinks that it is too late to repent and serve Him?"

Is there any moral compromise in your life right now? If so, deal with it. Because someday, in some way, shape, or form, Delilah will show up on your doorstep.  And you may find yourself in a trap that has no back door. 

Don't throw your life away, but rather realize your full potential! And that will only come through a complete commitment to Jesus Christ.

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of you have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

