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"Is it hard or easy for you to follow orders?  Why or why not?"

As we wrestle with the idea of following our commander in chief, Jesus Christ, let's read a text that's pumped me up for over the 30 years I've been in ministry. It's about a military guy. 

READ Matthew 8:5-13

" What impresses you about this Roman centurion?"

"What was the reaction of Jesus to this man's faith?"

"Friends, have you ever said to yourself "I want to be a 'just say the word' follower of Christ. I want to have a faith that Jesus would marvel at. I want to learn the discipline of followership."  What might that look like in your life?
"Why do you think some people are only casually committed to Christ?"
1.  They have a knowledge problem
By that I mean maybe you've never learned the standard of expectation that God has for your commitment level.  

"Let's read 1 Kings 11:1-6.  What does this account tell you about God's expectation for your commitment level to Him?"
Ninety-five percent commitment to God is five percent short.

2. They have a trust problem 

"In the following passage, what does Jesus teach those who wonder if their trust in Him will pay off?"

"Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!" "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life." (Mark 10:28-30)

"How does that promise help some of you with a trust problem?"
It might help a little, but ultimately, you're going to have to road test that promise in your life. You're going to have to take some steps of faith, and you're going to have to walk out on the limb of faith and see if it holds. You're going to have to see if God is telling you the truth when he says you'll gain far more than you'll lose when and if you become a 'just say the word' follower of his. For what it's worth, I've never known a fully devoted follower of Christ who laid on his deathbed choking back rage for having been ripped off by God. 

3.  They have a character problem

Some genuine Christ followers honestly don't know what commitment is or how it works. It was never taught or modeled for them as their character was being developed in their formative years.

Most Christians seem to have really warm hearts toward Christ. Teachable hearts, moldable hearts. But then when it comes time for that heart condition to get translated to shoe leather, making and keeping of commitments that will honor God and advance his purposes in the world, it's not there. 

"What are some examples of how we have warm hearts towards Christ's commands but then don't act on those commands?"
"Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded."  (James 4:8)

Everywhere I go, people want what commitment will produce, but they don't understand the price of making and keeping commitments.

Friends, there's just a few basics when it comes to commitment.  
Step 1 -  Making a decision

Step 2 - Reorganizing or retooling your life so that you can carry out the decision. 

Step 3 - Action You walk in the direction of carrying out the commitment.

Step 4 - Follow-through - old-fashioned, courageous, whether I feel like it or not follow-through. 

Remember the words of Jesus. He finished the greatest sermon he ever gave, the greatest sermon in history, the Sermon on the Mount. He knew lots of people were going to be touched and moved my his words. He didn't say, "Are you moved by my words?" He didn't say, "Do you just agree with my words?" He said, "Are you going to be hearers of my word or doers?"

The connection of the heart and the commitment. What we need around WSCC is the connection of the heart and the character. Therein we become 'just say the word' followers of Jesus.

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
