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"What kind of experiences have you had with false teachers or cults?"

Well in the early church, the apostle Peter had a huge problem to deal with.   Christians all around him were being duped by con artists, false teachers who were introducing heresy and destroying lives just as effectively as any criminal.    Peter had to warn Christians to be alert and watch out for the tell tale signs of a false teacher.   They would slip into churches and look like sheep, but they were really wolves in sheep's clothing.  

Fortunately God inspired Peter to write out a profile, a list of characteristics that these false teachers had in common.  What's amazing to me is that this list is just as accurate today as it was 2000 years ago.  While it may be difficult to come up with a profile that fits every wrong doer in the world, when it comes to false teachers, their characteristics never seem to change.  

1. Their presence is inevitable (v. 1a)

"Let's read verse 1.  How does the fact that false teachers are inevitable help you respond to false teaching?"

2. They secretively introduce heresy (v. 1b)

"How does the secretive nature of false teachers make them more difficult to deal with?"
3. They deny that Jesus is God (v. 1b)

If I were to pick the one sure fire way of detecting a false teacher or a false religion, it is this one right here.   They all deny that Jesus is God.  They deny the true identity of Jesus.  

"Why is the denial of the deity of Christ such a dangerous teaching?" 
So always ask this question first of any teacher "Who is Jesus?  Is he God?"  And if they don't affirm the deity of Christ, then run the other way.
4. They are followed by many (v. 2)

"Let's read verse 2.  Why is a crowd never a guarantee that truth is being taught?"

"Why do so many people follow false teachers?"
5. They are greedy (v. 3a)

"Let's read verse 3.  How have you seen greed motivate false teachers?"
6. They make up stories (v. 3b)

"How can you tell when a false teacher is inventing stories?"

"Let's read Deuteronomy 18:20-22.  According to this passage how do you when a prophet truly speaks for God?"

7. They will be judged by God (v. 4-9)

"Lets read verses 4-9.  How do you know that God will judge false teachers?"

8. They follow their flesh (v. 10a)

"Let's read verse 10.   What examples can you give of people who reject biblical authority and therefore make up their own moral code or religion that fits their selfish lifestyle?"

 
9. They despise all authority (v. 10b)

"Why would a false teacher reject authority and lack humility?"
So what are you going to do with all this?  May I ask you to consider this action point?   Can you make this declaration?   

ACTION POINT

Since God has made the characteristics 

of false teachers clear:

I will be alert to their deception.
I will not fall for their lies.
I will warn others because 
their lives are in danger.
I will rely on God to judge them 
in the end.
"Which of these points do you most need to practice in your life?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
