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“Mark: The Gospel Of The Servant”

Pastor Rainer Kunz
“Share with our group some of the most amazing, unexpected and astounding sights or experiences you’ve ever encountered.  It could be anything, big or small.”

This morning we come to two of the great miracles of the Bible. The first is called the feeding of the 5000.  The second miracle happens when Jesus walks on the water.  Let’s walk through each miracle and learn some faith lessons along the way.

Let’s have someone read Mark 6:30-44.
This particular incident takes place after a very busy period of ministry. It also comes just as the disciples hear the distressing news of the beheading of John the Baptist by Herod Antipas. Knowing that his disciples needed to rest and needed a break from the pressure, he took his men by boat to a remote region on the northern edge of the Sea of Galilee, not far from the little fishing village of Bethsaida. He meant it to be a time of retreat, rest, and rejuvenation. But when word spread that Jesus was on the move, men from everywhere began racing along the shore. They came from all directions, drawn to Jesus like metal to a magnet.

In a sense Jesus is a victim of his own success. But John 6:6 tells us that Jesus knew what he was going to do. Nothing is happening by chance. What seems like a catastrophe turned out to be planned by our Lord as the platform for a remarkable miracle. 

So it is with us. Even the “chance” happenings are not “chance” at all but are divinely ordained by our Heavenly Father.  Here’s your first faith lesson:

Faith Lesson

Every situation in life, whether good or bad, 

is an opportunity for me to demonstrate my faith in God.

“Give some examples from your life of situations that allowed you to demonstrate your faith in God.”

“How did Jesus respond to this seemingly unexpected large crowd?”

The disciples were quick to see what we could not do and quick to talk about what they did not have. The disciples saw the crowds and realized their inadequacy. Somehow they forgot that the Son of God was standing right there with them.

Faith Lesson

When our faith and focus is not on God, 

we are quick to see what we can’t do 

and quick to talk about what we don’t have.
“How have you seen yourself be quick to see what you can’t do and quick to talk about what you don’t have?”
“Let’s have someone read verses 37-40.

This is how Jesus often works with his followers. Over and over again he puts us in positions where we are helpless, and then he says, “Do something!” In our desperation we cry out to heaven, “How?” and he replies, “I’m glad you asked.”
Faith Lesson

Jesus wants us to know 

that without Him we can do nothing. 

Our success depends totally upon him, 

and the sooner we learn that, the happier we will be.

“How have you seen the principle above manifest itself in your life?”

Now an atheist would survey the crowd, and because he does not believe in God, would never consider the possibility of supernatural resources. Actually, the disciples at this point are acting like practical atheists. If they can’t figure out a way to feed these men, they assume it can’t be done.  You and I act like practical atheists sometimes as well.

Faith Lesson

When we don’t trust God to solve our problems, 

we are behaving like practical atheists.

“What are some of the consequences for us and others when we act like practical atheists?”

At this point Jesus asks a penetrating question: “How many loaves do you have?” (verse 38).   When I coach leaders, this is what’s called a resource question.  Jesus wasn’t asking for information but to press home an important point. “You say you don’t have anything, but are you sure about that? Take a look around and survey your resources. What do you have to work with?”  Here’s the faith lesson.

Faith Lesson

God wants us to take stock of our resources 

and then submit them to Him.

So think about this - Jesus took food from a poor boy and used it to work an unforgettable miracle.

We should not miss the obvious lesson here: 

Faith Lesson

Just because something is small, or seemingly insignificant, doesn’t mean God can’t use it.

“How have you seen God do great things with your yielded, limited resources?”

Faith Lesson

God works with those who admit their need.
“How are you doing in that department?  Is this a tough one or an easy one for you?  Can you say “Lord I have a need and have few resources, but I know that in your hands those small resources can be used to accomplish your purpose.”
Most often God works through means. He can work a miracle wholly independent of anything we say or do, but God generally chooses to work through the means at hand. I’m not suggesting that admitting our need and offering what we have to the Lord guarantees a miracle. That would not be a true statement of the facts, but it is true that supernatural power is often released in precisely these sorts of circumstances.

All too often, we are quick to make excuses, to evade responsibility, to give up and say, “It can’t be done.” And sometimes we do nothing because we think what we have doesn’t matter. “I can’t sing. I can’t speak. I’m not rich. I don’t have many talents. I’m not beautiful. I’m not well connected. I don’t know many people.” But things change when we step forward and offer whatever we have to Jesus. 

All he wants is what we have right now. 
Faith Lesson

As long as we keep what we have in our own hands, 

we limit God’s ability to work in our life. 

But when we transfer what we have 

to the mighty hands of Jesus, 

there is no limit to what He can do.

“Let’s have someone read verses 41-44.

As I stand back and ponder this wonderful miracle, one truth seems to stand above all the rest. If you like, call this the moral of the story: 

Faith Lesson

God often puts us in situations where we are doomed to failure in order to force us to depend totally on him so that when the miracle comes, He alone gets the credit.

This is a divine strategy repeated many times in the Bible and in our own experience. We often find ourselves in desperate straits with no way out, no good options, and no human way of remedying our situation. God allows this to happen so that we will cry out to him. And when the deliverance comes, we are obliged to give God the total credit.

“How have you experienced this truth in your life?”
And here’s another faith lesson. 

Faith Lesson

God asks us to do the impossible and then he gives whatever we need to obey his command.

Jesus often told people to do impossible things. To a lame man he said, “Rise, pick up your bed, and walk.” To a dead man, he cried out, “Lazarus, come forth.” 

There is a true sense in which every command of God is totally impossible for us to obey.   Take for instance the command to love one another.  Really?  All the time?  Consistently?  Even when someone has done me wrong?   It’s impossible, but God gives us the resources, his power from the indwelling Holy Spirit, to accomplish the task. We always lack what we need to obey God’s commands. But God is faithful to give us whatever we need when we ask him. What God demands, he supplies. 

But there is one more great miracle in this passage . . .

“Let’s have someone read Mark 6:45-56.  What stands out to you in this account?”

You could easily characterize the disciples’ relationship with Jesus throughout the Gospel of Mark with one word - misunderstanding.  Even when he walks on water, clearly demonstrating that he has divine power, that he is God, they just didn’t get it.  They do not understand his true identity.  If they had, they would surely have redirected their faith and placed it in Jesus.

I am convinced that very few people suffer from a lack of faith. They have faith in the government, in their own physical strength or smarts, in medicine, in their stock portfolio, in their spouse, etc. In my experience, most folks have plenty of faith to go around, but their faith is misdirected. God is not pleased with abundance of faith if it is misguided. If it is not focused on Him.

What is the direction of your faith? In our culture there are many possible answers to that question. Some have faith in plants, animals, crystals, the stars, fate—the list goes on and on. Probably the most common misplacement of faith is in ourselves. What is the direction of your faith? Perhaps today the Lord is asking that you redirect your faith and place it in the great “I am.”  Here’s your last faith lesson . .  

Faith Lesson

When I truly understand that Jesus is God,

then nothing is impossible 

and I will correct my misdirected faith.

“In the past, when your faith in God drifted, in what other things did you place your faith?”

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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