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 “What was the best part of Easter for you this year?”

One of the things that fascinates me about the Easter story is the sudden change in the disciples. One minute they're defeated, the next minute they're dynamic. One minute they're crushed, the next minute they're confident. One minute they're having a pity party, the next minute they're taking on the world. 

What made the difference and what does Easter have to do with it? Here's my message in one sentence: When you come into a genuine relationship with Jesus Christ, your life is completely changed.  You see, Jesus came to change your life, not just your day.  He did it for the disciples back then and He changes lives today.

“Let’s have someone in our group read John 20:1-20.  Focus on the response of the disciples.  What are your observations?”
.   

So, if Jesus changed the lives of these disciples, then why don’t all people experience life transformation?  
“Let’s brainstorm.  What prevents Christ from changing a life?”
There are perhaps as many different reasons for not accepting Christ as there are people.  But the following two reasons are probably the most common.

1. Fear

“How did fear hinder the disciples?  How does fear prevent God from transforming a person’s life?”

The second issue that prevents Christ from changing a life is . . 


2. Pride 

“How does pride prevent God from transforming a person’s life?”

So how does Jesus change your life? Let’s focus on two big ways:

1. Jesus gives me the power to start over

“What does 2 Corinthians 5:17 tell us about how Jesus helps us start over?”

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

“How has Christ given you the power to start over?”

There's another truth I want you to see ...

2. Jesus gives me the power to keep qoing

“How has Christ given you the power to keep going?”
The disciples kept living for Christ after this transformation.  He gave them the power.  Through them, He turned the world upside down.  After he ascended to heaven, he gave them, and every believer since then, the indwelling Holy Spirit.
“What does Ephesians 1:20 tell us about God’s power?”
"How tremendous is the power available to us who believe in God. That power is the same divine energy which was demonstrated in Christ when He was raised from the dead." (Ephesians 1:20, Phillips)

“What would you say to the hopeless person who does not believe in God’s power to change them?”

“Who do you know that needs Jesus to change their life?  How can we pray for them?”
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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