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Colossians 1:9-14
When you pray for others, what sort of things do you usually pray for?
What is prayer?
Why do you pray?
Here are some reasons Pastor Rainer gave in his message:

1. Prayer is a great privilege. 

Why is prayer a privilege to you?

2. We should pray because we are in a fierce battle. 

"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms." (Eph. 6:12). 

How does prayer equip you to do spiritual battle?

3. Prayer makes a difference.

Share a story of how prayer has made a difference in your life.

READ Colossians 1:9-14
How Should I Pray For Others?

1. Be specific in your request  (1:9)

9  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

Why is praying for someone to be filled with the knowledge of God's will so practical?
How would you apply the following principle to your life?

God has a will (or desire) for your life.

But you also have a will (or desire) for your life.

When you pray “Your will be done,” 

you are asking that His will take precedence 

over your will.

2.  Be purposeful  (1:10a)

“10  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: 

What motivates you to want to please God in every way?
3.  Focus on results that advance people in their walk with Christ  (1:10b-14)
Look at the results that Paul desires for the Colossians in verses 10-14.  Which of these four results do need most in your life?  Which ones do your friends need most?

a. FRUIT

“. . . bearing fruit in every good work,” (v. 10b).


b. GROWTH

 “. . . growing in the knowledge of God,” (v. 10c).


c.  STRENGTH

“. . .  strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience,” (v. 11).


d. THANKFULNESS

“. . . .and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  (v. 12-14).

Do you see how much different the content of this prayer is from the prayers we often pray? When you pray for others are you "aiming low?" Are you asking the Lord for superficial things and neglecting the greater things? Are you focusing on the temporary and neglecting the eternal? Dare we spend all our time focusing on the body and no time focusing on the soul?

Let's practice what we've preached.  As we conclude, let's pray for one another the way Paul prayed for the Colossians.
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

