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“Since we are talking about fruit today, let’s have everyone share their favorite food and their least favorite food.  This will also help us get to know one another better.”
In Mark chapter four, Jesus describes for us four different types of soil that vary according to their receptivity to sown seed, and begs the question: “Which soil does your life most closely resemble.” 

And He uses parables to teach us.   Parables are short instructive stories that contain analogies from everyday life. Parables disclose information and conceal it at the same time—depending upon the receptivity of the listener’s heart. This indirect approach attracts some and provokes others. 

So in this first parable in today’s passage Jesus says that the word of God is like a seed. It gets "planted" in our heart, and then has the potential to bear fruit. But not every seed grows into a plant and bears fruit. The kind of soil it lands on makes all the difference.

So therefore the first step in producing fruit for God is  . . .

1. Receive the Word (4:1-20)
 “Let’s have someone read Mark 4:1-20.  What are the characteristics of each of the four soils?  Ask yourself “Which soil best represents the condition of my heart?” 
 “What does spiritual fruit look like?”

Secondly, if you want to bear fruit for God . . .

2. Broadcast the Word  (4:21-25)

 “Let’s have someone read Mark 4:21-25.  How does broadcasting the Word of God help you produce fruit for God?  How does this work in real life?”
A third condition for producing spiritual fruit is . . 

3. Trust in the power of the Word (4:26-29)

 “Let’s have someone read Mark 4:26-29.  In what ways is the Word of God powerful?  How have you experienced it to be powerful in your life?”

Fourthly, if you want to produce spiritual fruit . . .

4.  Understand the potential of the Word (4:30-34)

 “Let’s have someone read Mark 4:30-34.  How do Christians sometimes limit the potential of God’s Word?”

5. Apply the Word to your life when crisis hits (4:35-41)

 “Let’s have someone read Mark 4:35-41.   How can Christians produce spiritual fruit in the midst of trials?”
 “If you could only act on one principle in this passage, what would that be?  What would that look like in your life?”
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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