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“Share about a time where you were deceived.  It could have been a funny or serious deception.  How did you feel?”

In our text we read one account of what happens when we believe the wrong facts.  The Israelites had been given clear instruction: destroy the people of the land and offer terms of peace only to people in surrounding lands.  

In the first verses of Joshua 9 we are told that the surrounding towns believed that their best chance was to unite and fight Israel together.  All the towns formed an alliance except one: Gibeon.  Apparently, Gibeon did not believe the alliance could stand against the Israelites, so they took a different approach,

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 9:3-6.  What impresses you about the Gibeonites deception?  Do you think they absolutely had to resort to a ruse?”

From this account we can learn some biblical principles about how courageous believers deal with deception.  Some of these principles will be taught through the negative example of Israel and some through their positive example.

So the first principle that I want to point out is that when courageous believers deal with deception. . . 

1. They don’t always trust their senses (9:1-14)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 9:7-14.  How did the Israelites trust senses and why?  How would you describe their mistake?”

This is a classic case of deception and demonstrates the gullible nature of human beings.  We’ll believe all kinds of stuff.

“What are some common ways we make bad decisions by trusting only in our senses and not consulting God?” 
The only thing that is completely trustworthy, is the Word of God.  Listen to me now.  Every important decision you make about truth claims and experiences must be evaluated by the Word of God. We must seek God’s counsel through a study of God’s Word and through honest and attentive prayer. 

“Why do we often consult God last or not at all when it comes to important decisions?”
God alone knows reality because He has a vantage point that we don't. We think we know what is best, but we don't always know. But God always knows what’s best for us because of his vantage point. 


Secondly, when courageous believers deal with deception. . . 

2.  They are people of integrity and live with the consequences of their decisions.   (9:15-20)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 9:15-20. Why do you think Israel made a treaty with the Gibeonites and allowed them to live?”
They could have become angry at the deception, claimed that the contract was entered into under false pretense, and then wiped out the Gibeonites.   However, if they had done this they would have faced God’s judgment.  Instead Joshua and the leaders of Israel did not compound their mistake by making another one.  

That’s a pretty good principle: 

When you make a terrible mistake, 

don’t compound it by 

doing something else that is wrong.

“What are some ways we compound our mistakes by making more bad decisions?  Give some examples”  
Israel had made a promise to God and integrity demanded that they live with the consequences of their decision.  Psalm 15 tells us that the righteous man is the one who 

“. . . . keeps his oath even though it hurts”.  (Psalm 15:4)

Imagine how much better our world would be if people had this kind of character and integrity.  

The real test of integrity is seen in how we respond to decisions we wish we could change.  Do I choose God’s way or my selfish way?

“Give some examples of how your integrity been tested.”
How we respond in these situations shows the kind of people we really are.  Too many people live by the rule of the Gibeonites: “do whatever you have to do to survive.”  God calls us to a different standard.  As followers of Jesus Christ our task is not to do what is expedient, but to do what is right.  They are not the same thing!  

Jesus said “Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” (Matthew 5:37)

In other words, we are to be people of our word.  If we agree to do something, we should do it!  If we agree to provide something we should provide it.  If we agree to be some place we should be there.  As followers of Jesus it doesn’t matter what other people are doing.  It doesn’t matter what we can “get away with”.  In God’s eyes, every promise we make, every contract we enter into, has God as one of the witnesses.  When we don’t do as we say . . . we have lied to God.  He is the God of truth and expects us to be people of the truth rather than people of the lie.

A third principle that we learn in this account is that courageous believers . . . .

3.  They realize that God can bring good even from bad decisions (9:21-27)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 9:27.  How did God turn a bad decision into good?”
Verse 27 tells us that the Gibeonites, remained close to the altar of God. Though they were only hewers of wood and drawers of water, their activity was on behalf of worship of the living God, and it led gradually to a place of religious privilege.

When the land was divided, Gibeon was one of the cities given to the line of Aaron. It became a special place where God was known. Approximately 400 years later, David put the tabernacle in that city. 

This meant that the altar and the priest were in Gibeon as well. At least one of David’s mighty men, those who were closest to him in battle, was a Gibeonite. 

When Solomon, David’s son, ascended the throne, Solomon made burnt offerings at Gibeon. It was there he had his vision, when God spoke to him about his coming rule. 

Much later still, about 500 years before Christ, in the time of Zerubbabel, the genealogies of those Jews who returned from captivity under the Babylonians included a list of the Gibeonites. 

In the days of Nehemiah, the Gibeonites were mentioned as being among the people who rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. The Gibeonites had come in among the people of God, and hundreds of years later they were still there.

If we will live with integrity, if we remain faithful even after something bad has happened, God will take our bad situation and use it somehow for our good.  You may still have to live with the consequences, but God can use your mistake to glorify Himself.

“How have you seen God bring good out of a bad decision you made?”
“Are you currently facing an integrity crisis?   What would God have you do?  On what will you base your decision?”
I challenge you to take the high ground.   I encourage you to do the right thing even if it is painful.  I encourage you to stop making excuses and dare to trust God.  Honor your commitments before the Lord.  Watch to see how God honors your faithfulness (caution: it may not be immediately).  

Our God is a God of Truth and integrity.  Though the promises of men may be uncertain, the promise of God is sure.  He promises that whoever comes to Him in repentance and faith will be forgiven – no matter what they have done.  He promises that those who come to Him will never be cast away.  He promises that He will lead you and guide you. He promises that He will help you pick up the pieces of your life and build something beautiful.   

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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