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“What are you looking forward to in 2011?”

On this first week of 2011, I’d like you to consider what the Bible says about how to build your life and your church.   And the way we’re going to do this is to inspect how we’ve been building and consider how we will build our lives and church in the new year.

In our text Paul uses the analogy of builders who must submit their work to inspection.  Paul pictures the people of God (in 3:1 he addresses them as brothers) as similar to a building that is being constructed.  The strength of the building depends on the materials with which the builders build.  We are told God will inspect our work. This is one inspection we should not take lightly. If we want to pass the inspection, Paul tells us what we need to do.  And this is exactly what we’re going to do as we move forward at WSCC in 2011.

1. Understand that its God’s building  (v. 9)
 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. (1 Corinthians 3:9)

Whether you like it or not, the ownership details of your life are on public display.  
“What are some ways we communicate to others the ownership of our life?  In other words, how can people tell who or what owns you?”
“How would a visitor to West Sound figure out that Jesus owns this church?”
When we say that our purpose is to glorify God, we are proclaiming that Jesus owns our lives and our church.

Our purpose is to glorify God by producing followers of Christ who are passionate about God, His Word, His Church, and the lost.

“What is one way you can better communicate that your life is God’s building project?”

2. Be careful how you build (v. 10)

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. (1 Corinthians 3:10)

Paul called himself an expert builder.  The word in the Greek is the word “architect”.  Paul saw himself as functioning much like a builder and designer.  He was the one who planted the church in Corinth.  He laid the foundation on which the church was built.  Others have come after him (Peter, Apollos and others) who built on the foundation he laid.

Paul is telling us to consider carefully the methods and materials we use in building our lives and our church.  Be careful, don’t blow this off and forget about it. 

Whether you realized it or not, in this past week you were involved in a construction project.  On a daily, moment by moment basis, you added to the building of your life and you strengthened it or you weakened your life.  

“How will you be more careful about how you build your life this year?  What is your action plan?”

3. Make sure your foundation is Christ. (v. 11)

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11)

The foundation is what holds a structure steady. Jesus is a solid foundation and the only true foundation.  Everything else is like sand.
“What are some inferior foundations on which you’ve seen people build their lives?”
“Why would you say that Jesus is the only true and sure foundation?”

The foundation on which we build determines the strength of our church and of our lives. It is not flashy, it is something deep.  It is the conviction of our lives.  It is our attitude.  It is what we rely on when life gets difficult.

Paul said the only true (or sufficient) foundation is the person and work of Jesus Christ.  All other foundations are not really foundations at all.  They are as strong as sand. They don’t last.  They can’t handle the storms of life.

“How can West Sound make sure that Jesus is our true foundation?”

4. Use only quality building materials. (vs. 12-15)

If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,

his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.

If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)
“How do Christians sometimes build their lives with perishable materials that won’t count in eternity?”

They sink their time, talent and treasure into building material that will rot and disintegrate quickly.  Materials that are used to promote self not Jesus.

“How does it make you feel that God will reward you for everything you’ve done for Jesus?”

“How do you feel about losing your reward for those things you did for self or earthly applause?”

Notice that our building materials do not determine our salvation, but our reward.  Paul said that “If it (what we have done) is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”  In other words, we are saved and made right with God because of the work of Christ.  We are rewarded based on what we do IN Christ.  We do not work hard to gain salvation . . . we work diligently BECAUSE of our salvation.
It is tempting to build God’s church and our lives using shortcuts.  What are some ways we do this?”
We want to be church that uses quality materials and thereby point others to Jesus.  When you use good materials, when you use your time talent and treasure for Jesus, then you are making the gospel, the teaching about Jesus more attractive.  You’re adorning the gospel.

5. Build up rather than tear down  (vs. 16-17)

Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)

Paul spoke stern words to the church at Corinth.  He pointed out that believers are God’s temple here on earth.  God considers His church to be sacred. Consequently, our building should be characterized by a spirit of cooperation rather than division.  We are to be a group of people who build up others versus destroying others, actually destroying God’s temple, and tearing down.

When we allow pettiness and division to destroy the church, we are destroying God’s temple and God takes it personally. We are in essence vandalizing God’s church.  Paul challenged the people of Corinth to be done with their foolish divisions.  We should view each other as brothers rather than as combatants.

“What is one way you can build up others this week?”
“What is one way you can help prevent the tearing down of others this week?”
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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