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“What are some different ways people might answer the question “How big is your God?”

So, how big is your God? Now that might sound like a stupid question but I have found that some Christians have a tendency to place their God in a very small box or bag if you will.  They would prefer to have just enough of God in their life to make them comfortable.

That’s pretty much the attitude that hindered the children of Israel as they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years and then as they entered into the promised land.  They saw God do wonderful miracles on their behalf and then said “That’s enough God.  We’ll take it from here.  We can handle it.  We only need so much of God.  Let’s put God in his box again. ”

They had to learn the hard way that you can’t limit God in your life successfully.  It does not work.  Either you trust him 100% and put him in charge and rely on him or nothing.  Their terrible defeat at Ai in Joshua 7 is a pretty good example.  They thought they could handle this little town on their own.   

Well as we head into chapters 10 and 11 I want you to learn some truths about trusting God.  So let me give you a quick overview and then we’ll finish with some life application.

Here’s a simple overview of chapters 10 and 11.

1. A miraculous victory for Israel. 10:1-14

2. The defeat of the Southern kings of Canaan. (10:15-27)

3. Defeat of the Northern Kings (11:1-23)

Here are some highlights from these two chapters:

 

In verses (10-15) God miraculously fights on behalf of Israel. The enemies of God were routed.

“Let’s have someone read 10:10-15.  How does God do his part and how does Joshua do his part in this victory?”
 

Verses 16-27 is all about the completion of the battle and the execution of the Canaanite kings.

 

In verses 28-43 Conquest of the South completed.

 

In a fairly short time, one campaign, these six cities are defeated, without a single loss for Israel.  Each battle was a test.  None of them were easy, but under the leadership of Joshua, they all were victorious.

Most importantly, the key to victory was that the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.  God saw the trust and faith of Joshua and he responded.

 

In chapter 11 we read about the defeat of the northern kings. After hearing of Israel’s total conquest of the south, the northern kings came together to defeat Israel.  The huge army assembled together reflects an attitude that they believe they must stop Israel now or never. Now Joshua and Israel are graduating to a new, higher level of trust.  The challenge before them is even greater.

“Let’s have someone read 11:4.  How was this new battle an even bigger challenge?”
 

 

Folks, that’s how growth and maturity in the Lord works.  We often find that the challenges facing us in our Christian life increase at each step.  God uses each previous victory as a springboard for what we face in the future.

“How have you seen your opportunities to trust God increase and grow more difficult as you’ve matured in Christ?”  
 

“How did God encourage Joshua in 11:6?”  
Joshua needed a fresh confirmation of God’s promise for his life, and the Lord was faithful to bring it.

 

 In verse 23 we see complete victory, and the land rests from war.

 

 How does all this apply to your life and mine?  3 Big principles

Principle #1

God will do whatever it takes 

to demonstrate that He is in charge 

and that He loves His people. 

(Joshua 10:1-14)

God loves His people so much that he’ll even make the sun stand still.  But that is not even the greatest display of his love and power.  His ultimate act of love was sending Jesus to be humiliated and die for our sins. Making the sun stand still is nothing compared to Christ’s incarnation and atonement.

“What is one way you could respond to God’s love and power in your life this week?”

Principle #2

Don’t limit God. 

Trust God for great things and ask with confidence 

(Joshua 10:12-14)

“Let’s have someone read James 4:2,3.  What do you learn about prayer in this passage?”

“Let’s have someone read Hebrews 4:16.  What do you learn about prayer in this passage?”

“How will you trust God in a specific area of your life and confidently ask Him for great things this week?”

Now don’t think that you can ask and just sit on the sidelines.  You have to be in the battle, like Joshua was.  You have to do your part.  A condition for answered prayer is obedience.

Principle #3

God wants us to learn from our mistakes.

(Joshua 10:15 to 11:1-23)

This is all about the power of reflection. Joshua learned from his mistakes. 

“Let’s have someone read Hebrews 12:5-11.  What do you learn about God’s discipline in this passage?”

“How are you learning from your mistakes and God’s discipline and glorifying God with your obedient response?”

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
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