IMPACT Group Discussion Guide
“How Heavenly Thinking Impacts Earthly Living”

message #6 in the series

“Is Jesus Enough?”

 Pastor Rainer Kunz

4-5-09   

Colossians 2:20 – 3:4

Like the slogan says "A mind is a terrible thing to waste."  Why is that true?

Read Colossians 3:1-4 

In the Bible "heart" stands for our affections. "Mind" stands for our understanding. Paul appeals to us to build our life, our understanding our worldview and our emotions from a heavenly perspective. 

Paul gives us 4 reasons why we should think heavenly thoughts.  

1. Because we have been raised with Christ


3:1  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ

2. Because our life is now hidden with the life of Christ. 


3  For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

3. Because it reminds us that the victory is won. 


3:1 ". . . Christ is seated at the right hand of God."

4. Because we are going to where He is. 


3:4 "then you also will appear with him in glory."

Which of these 4 reasons for thinking heavenly thoughts has the biggest impact on you?  Why?
Look the following explanation from John MacArthur on what heavenly thinking is all about.  Unpack his definition by paraphrasing him.  Put his definition in your own words.

"The believer's whole disposition should orient itself toward heaven, just as a compass needle orients itself toward the north." To be "preoccupied with heaven is to be preoccupied with the One who reigns there and His purposes, plans, provisions, and power. It is also to view the things, people, and events of this world through His eyes and with an eternal perspective. . . it is to allow our preoccupation with heaven to govern our earthly response."[MacArthur, COLOSSIANS p. 128] 

On Sunday, Pastor Rainer gave us six ways to think heavenly thoughts that impact earthly living.  After we read each one, please share one way you could apply this principle to your life."
1. We must continually decide to turn our minds and hearts toward heaven. 

2. We must learn to recognize and put aside worldly thinking.

3. We must resist the notion that true happiness can be found in anything this world has to offer.


"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:19-21) 

When we seek to be Christ-like in thought, word, and deed, we will live like "heavenly" people. 

4. We must make time to read the Bible. 

A believer can't fix their thoughts on Heaven without consulting the guidebook, the technical manual, the Scriptures.

5. We must deepen our relationship with God through prayer. 

Ask God "Lord would you help me to think heavenly thoughts?  Help me to see life and people and situations from Your perspective"

6. We must stop and ponder God's greatness.

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

