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We are continuing our series called "Check Up".   We're evaluating our mission, vision, purpose and strategy as a church and refocusing on what really matters.  So in this 7th installment, I'd like to address our 5th and 6th strategy statements. 

"How has God changed your life through the reading and study of the Bible?"

Strategy Step # 5 -  Biblical Training

Bible teaching and training, through seminars and classes, will be offered primarily on Sunday mornings.

However, this does not exclude other times. These classes and seminars are designed to help believers to further study, understand, and apply God’s written word.

"As we read each of these reasons for biblical training, please share with the group which reason is most meaningful in your life and why."

WHY BIBLICAL TRAINING MATTERS

1. God commands us to teach the Bible

"Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction."  (2 Timothy 4:2)

2.  The Bible equips us for life

"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:16,17)

3. The Bible tells us the truth about ourselves

"For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."  (Hebrews 4:12)

4. The Bible reveals how we can be saved

"I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:"  (Romans 1:16)

"I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5:13)

5. The Bible aids us in avoiding sin

"I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you."  (Psalm 119:11)

6. The Bible gives us insight and light

"The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes." (Psalm 19:8)

"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path." (Psalm 119:105)

7. The Bible is trustworthy

"The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple."  (Psalm 19:7)

"As you reflect on these 7 reasons for biblical training, what might be one practical way you apply one of these truths to your life?"

"Now let's shift gears and look at strategy step #6.   Why do you think some people get uncomfortable when the topic of giving comes up in church?"

Strategy Step # 6 -  Faithful Stewardship

God’s design on stewardship—that all give so that all can hear the gospel—has been, and will continue to be, used as our primary source of funding. This is accomplished through our generous giving of time, talent and treasure.

REASONS PEOPLE DON'T GIVE

1. They are not Christians

Turn to Luke 19:1-9.   

"What does the story of Zacchaeus illustrate about the different perspectives Christians and non-Christians have on the issue of money?"

Turn to Acts 2:42-47.  

"What does the story of the early church illustrate about the perspective Christians have on the issue of money?"

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." (Matthew 6:24)

"How can you tell if you're serving God or money?  Why is it impossible to serve both?"

Another reason people don't give is . . .

2. They have never been taught

"If a Christian never receives teaching on giving, what kind of wrong ideas could he or she develop about giving?"

"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it." (Malachi 3:10)

"Why should we give to God first and give Him our best when it comes to our time, talent and treasure?"

Now there is a third group of people who don't understand giving. 

3. They have grown cold and rebellious about the things of God.

"How is it possible for a Christian to become cold and rebellious toward God?"

"And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves," (Hebrews 12:5,6)

"What does Hebrews 12:5,6 teach us about God's discipline?"

Lastly, there are some people who are Christians, they are educated, they are responsive to God but . . . 

4. They are in hardship

"What are some ways you and I can help those going through financial hardship?"

Now let's talk about you. Quietly consider "What does your giving say about you?

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. How can we pray for one another?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

