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"Share about a time in your life when you felt like your back was against the wall." 
In “back against the wall” situations it is easy to despair.   Most of us instantly think about the worst case scenario.   Rarely do we say "Hmm, I wonder how God is going to work this out.  I can't wait to see how He pulls it off."

In this lesson we are going to try to learn how best to handle those situations. We're going to do this by paying attention to what God taught the Israelites when their back was against the wall.

The Israelites had left Egypt after God's demonstration of power through the plagues.  Especially, the last plague – the death of the firstborn.  God then had the Jews remember that event through instructions to observe a Passover meal yearly, so that they and their children would not forget what God had done and who God is.  

Now, we will see the Jews head east toward Canaan, the Promised Land. God was leading the way with a pillar of cloud -

By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. (13:21).

Now look at the beginning of chapter 14:

“Then the Lord said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon.  Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.'  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord." So the Israelites did this.” (Exodus 14:1-4)

So here’s a principle for handling tough times when your back is against the wall.  Remember . . .

Principle

Sometimes tough times are gifts to help us grow
Did you notice why the Israelites were in this corner? GOD told Moses to take this route.  God deliberately led the Israelites to this location.  The Hebrews didn't know it, but this time of trial was a blessing in disguise. Through this circumstance God was going to teach the Israelites of His greatness in an unforgettable way. And that's a lesson we dare not forget. 

"How do tough times help us grow?"

"God allows His children to face difficult times for several different reasons.  How have you seen these happen in your life or in the lives of others?"
1. Tough times correct us.  

2.  Tough times deepen us. 

3.  Tough times provide unique opportunities to demonstrate faithfulness.  

Little did the Israelites know that their "back against the wall" situation at the Red Sea would be used by God as an example of faith for generations to come.  We are still talking about them today.

Do you see how important this is to realize? Instead of cursing these times we should welcome them as "grad school experiences" in the school of faith.  In the tough times of life we learn things we could never learn in the times of abundance. 

Here’s a second principle

Principle

Impossible situations should be faced 

with peace instead of panic
Unfortunately, when the Israelites saw the Egyptians coming they panicked.  Their first response was not peace.

"As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord

 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?

 Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" (Exodus 14:10-12)

"Share with the group a time where you panicked or responded with peace."
“Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.  The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still." (Exodus 14:13,14)

"How would you have responded to these word of Moses in verses 13,14? 

"How would you explain the following verses to a new Christian who is in the midst of a trial?"
"This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: "In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength," (Is. 30:15)

"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."  (Ps. 46:10)

Here's your third principle:

Principle

When times are difficult 

do what God commands and watch expectantly

Apparently Moses took the gripes of the people to the Lord.  We aren't told what Moses said but we are told what God says,

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.

Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.

I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.

The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.." [Exodus 14:15-18] 

Do you know what the Israelites had forgotten? They had forgotten that God had been faithful in the past. They saw God do incredible things in Egypt. They saw the Egyptians beg them to leave and give them gifts in addition!  They had seen God guiding them with the cloud and pillar of fire. They should have known that God had a plan.

There are certainly times in our lives when we have no idea what God is doing. There are times when we feel abandoned and lost. But the child of God is never abandoned.  Nothing will separate us from His love.  No one or no thing can take us from His love. So, when we are backed into a corner we must keep doing what we know is right and then watch to see what God will do. 

"What sort of things do we need to keep doing even when we're in the midst of tough times?"

It is tough for Americans to keep on working, watching and waiting. But it is also an exhilarating thing. Try to imagine what it was like for those Israelites.  Imagine watching the pillar of fire moving behind you so that the cloud kept the Egyptians in darkness and the Israelites in light. Try to imagine Moses as he lifted up his staff over the waters and wondered what God was going to do. Imagine the awe and the wonder as the waters miraculously parted and the wind blew the river bed dry so they could walk across it. Imagine the cautious first step of the people as they walked between the mountains of water and the broad smile when they reached the other side.  Imagine the panic as they saw the Egyptians begin to follow them and then the wide eyes as the water washed away their enemies for good. Is it any wonder that they worshipped God when it was all over?

That's what chapter 15 is all about.  Moses and Israel sang a song to the Lord.  

"Let's have someone read Exodus 15:1-21.  I'd like each person to pick out a verse that is most meaningful to you and tell us why."
That's what it's like for those who dare to trust God. We walk by faith and wait to see what God will do.  And when we patiently trust we find that we are led to worship and bow down before the God who is sufficient for our every need.  I don't want to make this seem like an easy process. You and I both know that sometimes the waiting is long. Sometimes we wait years.  Sometimes we don't get to see what God is doing in this life.  

If you and I will trust the Lord then we will know peace in the midst of conflict, we will find endurance for the struggles, we will learn the lessons of graduate school level faith, and we will see the power and goodness of God in ways that stagger us and bring us to our knees.
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
