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"Share about a time when you had to deal with a strong willed child.  What was that like?  Why is it important for parents to not give in to the demands of a child? "

Our Heavenly Father gives instructions for our good. When we stand stubbornly against Him He often has to use drastic measures to make His point. That’s the case in Exodus chapters 5 through 10. In these chapters we have the record of the first nine (of ten) plagues that came upon Egypt because Pharaoh stubbornly refused to do what God commanded.

Exodus 5 – Pharaoh rejects God

"How would you characterize the Pharaoh's response to Moses in Exodus 5:1,2?"
"Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert.'"  Pharaoh said, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go." (Ex. 5:1,2)

Exodus 6 – God assures with His promise

"Read Exodus 6:1-8.  How many times does God say "I am the Lord"?  What would this do for the Israelites?"
Exodus 7 – Plague #1 – Blood

Prior to all the plagues, God announces the certainty of Pharaoh's obstinacy:

"But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and though I multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites.  And the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it." (Exodus 7:3-5).

"Why would God harden Pharaoh's heart?"
God has hardened Pharaoh's heart so he would do something no sane ruler would ever contemplate: encourage God to multiply the evidence of his power at Egypt's expense.

Do you see what's going on here?  God didn't want Pharaoh to do the reasonable thing once he saw he was out-plagued. If Pharaoh just used his judgment, cut his losses, and let the people go, the crucial place of the Exodus in Israel's history would not have been so clear.   Look what God says to Pharaoh before the seventh plague:

"For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth.  But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." (Exodus 9:15-16).

"What does this teach you about God?"
Exodus 8 – Plagues #2,3,4 – Frogs, Gnats & Flies

"Read Exodus 8:8.  What is Pharaoh doing here?  How is he like many people who find themselves in a tight spot?"
"What impresses you about the plagues in chapter 8?"

Exodus 9 – Plagues #5,6,7 – Livestock, Boils, Hail

"If you were an Egyptian back then, what would you have done after enduring plagues 1-7?"

Exodus 10 – Plagues #8,9 – Locusts and Darkness

"Read Exodus 10:1,2.  What do these verses tell you about God's purpose for the plagues?"

Once again, do you see what this is all about?  God wants His people to pass on their faith in Him to each new generation.

Lessons from the Plagues

#1 – Sin twists our thinking

"How does sin twist our thinking?"
Our little compromises with evil build a hardness on our heart that deadens our conscience so that we no longer feel guilty.  Just like the callus on a hand.  And then we conclude that if we don't feel guilty, if we can’t feel anything, then we are not guilty. Before long we are engaged in behavior that we would have never believed we were capable of just weeks, months or years before.   Make no mistake about it – sin twists our thinking.

#2 - Negotiating with God does not work

"What are some ways we try to negotiate with God?"

#3 -  God’s judgment is certain

"How does the certainty of God's judgment make you feel?"

#4 -  God's love is persistent

"In what ways do you see the love of God in Exodus 5-10?"
"What would have happened if God had written you off when you resisted Him? What if He had given up on you when you failed again?  How can you communicate to others the persistent of God?"

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
