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"Describe a time in your life where you felt weak and/or insignificant.  What was that like?"

We're starting a series of messages today entitled "Knowing God Through Exodus".   God inspired Moses to write the book of Exodus primarily so that His people, the nation of Israel, would come to know Him better.  So that the chosen people of Israel would realize that we learn about God best when we're weak, in bondage, seemingly in captivity and hurting and when impossible situations confront us.  That's when God does His best work.  He is the great Rescuer, Deliverer.  He delights in putting down false religions, idolatry, trust in great wealth and trust in great military might. Exodus teaches us that God will not be deterred from advancing his purposes for his people.  

Exodus starts with a description of a small, insignificant family living in the midst of the superpower of the day - Egypt

1. Apparent insignificance (1:1-7)

"Read Exodus 1:1-7.  How might the children of Israel have been tempted to doubt God while they lived in Egypt?"

The apparent problem is that these descendants don't seem to be receiving any answers to God's glorious promises for them.   That leads us to one of the overarching principles for all of Exodus:

PRINCIPLE

God wants His people to know Him

It is pretty safe to say that while the new nation of Israel lived in Egypt for 400 years, many of them forgot about God, did not know Him or even questioned His existence in the midst of their suffering. 

God had promised first and foremost that he would be God to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 15:1, 17:7), but now he seemed fairly inactive. Abraham's descendants, were to be a multitude living in the promised land and dispensing God's blessing to other nations (Genesis 12:1-3, 7).  But instead they were a ragtag bunch of 70 living in Egypt and not proving to be much of a blessing. 

"Read 1 Cor. 1:25-29.  What does this passage tell us about how God uses the weak?  How did this principle get lived out in Exodus?"

We may feel small, like nobodies. But far from despising us, the Lord wants to bless us and use us for His glory, to accomplish His purposes on earth. As he made Israel physically fruitful in Egypt, he wants to make our lives spiritually fruitful, so that we "bear much fruit" (John 15:8), bear fruit "in every good work" (Colossians 1:10) and bring forth the "fruit of the Spirit" (Galatians 5:22-23), impacting people through our love for them.

2. Increasing Affliction (1:8-14)
Afraid they would join with an enemy in an attempt to overthrow him, Pharaoh ordered the taskmasters to oppress them. In 1:8-14, he forced the Hebrews to work extremely hard, making and carrying bricks for his ambitious building program.  And yet the nation of Israel multiplied greatly.

"How might you use the following principle to encourage someone in the days ahead?"
PRINCIPLE

Bondage is horrible, 

but it can never block the purposes 

and the blessing of God.

"How would you explain to someone that for the child of God, the greater the affliction, the greater the potential for growth?"

3. Threatened Destruction (1:15-22)

Unfortunately, things get progressively worse for God's people. First, they seemed insignificant. Then they were overlooked. Then they were afflicted. Now destruction looms. The king attempts to have the sons killed because it is boys who grow up to be warriors, and he was worried that the Israelites would ally themselves with another nation and fight against Egypt (1:10).

But God answers with two midwives. The king was worried about thousands of Hebrew men fighting against him; he should have been worried about two Hebrew women who feared God.  We are introduced to them in verse 15.  Their names are Shiphrah and Puah.

"What impresses you about these midwives?"
At great risk to themselves, the midwives follow God and disobey the king, letting the boys live. The reason given for their actions is that they feared God (1:17). God was good to the midwives and gave them households, or families, not because they let the boys live but because they "feared God" (1:21). Their obedience was a simple outgrowth of their relationship with God. God is a "rewarder of those who seek him" (Hebrews 11:6).

God answers this assault in Exodus 2, by preserving Moses, whom he would raise up to deliver the Hebrews from bondage.  God is an infinitely creative bondage breaker!

4. The Birth of Moses (2:1-10)

"Read Exodus 2:1-10.  How does this passage demonstrate God's "behind the scenes" work and deliverance?"
While Israel suffered under cruel bondage, God was silently and faithfully preparing to deliver them. His plan made a mockery of the Pharaoh. Even as the king had demanded the death of all Hebrew male babies, the Lord arranged to have the eventual deliverer of Israel, and number one enemy of Pharaoh, raised in Pharaoh's own house! What an example of how the Lord of heaven must laugh at the empty threats of human rulers! 

"What does Psalm 2:1-4 teach you about God?"
Do you see how incredibly powerful and creative God is?  He does His best work, when we are powerless and weak. Here's your final principle:

PRINCIPLE

God wants to show His strength through your weakness

This is not just a theme and principle in Exodus.  It's all over the Bible.  Listen to Paul.  READ 2 Cor. 12:7-10
"Wow!  How about you?  Do you buy it?  Do you really believe that God is up to something in the midst of your trial?  Will you simply trust Him, honor Him and obey Him and then allow Him to reward you?"

"How could these principles help you the next time you encounter trials?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
