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"What do you think of when you hear the word "law"?  What emotions does this word produce in you?"

Today, let's look at why the law of God matters.

DIFFERENT KINDS OF LAW

1.  Civil law or national law.  

These laws were designed to meet needs in a specific culture at a specific time and circumstance.  There are laws that governed what the Israelites could eat and how they could eat it.  Civil laws also talked about property issues, mandatory sentencing, perjury, how to deal with accidental death and much more. Every society needs these kinds of laws. 

"Let's have someone read Ex. 23:19.  Why does a command like this sound foreign to our ears?"

What needs to be understood is that many of these prohibitions had to do with health issues and with the fact that these animals were used in pagan rituals.  God wanted His people to be separate from the other nations.  They were to be a special people through which God would achieve His purposes. 

Unfortunately we don't always know the context of these laws.  Many of the civil laws had to do with the fact that this was a new nation and they had to build respect and authority. God was helping Israel be pure and holy in their dealings. Civil laws often need context for the laws to be understood. 

2. Ceremonial Laws. 

These laws regulate the worship of the Israelites. They regulate the sacrifices. They spell out the religious feasts and festivals.  They describe the attire of those who serve at the tabernacle. And these laws explain how to atone for sin. They teach how God desires to be worshipped. Ceremonial laws usually employ a ceremony or some symbolic action which is designed to point to some moral lesson or objective. 

"What do these verses tell you?"

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17)

“. . .  we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. “(Heb. 10:10)  

Most of the ceremonial laws were rendered unnecessary with the coming of Christ. He completed or fulfilled them.

Jesus made the perfect and final sacrifice for sin. We no longer need these rituals any more.  

"Is there value in reading the Old Testament laws today?"

Reading about these ceremonial laws is interesting when you notice how they point to Jesus.  They prepare us for the coming of Christ and his perfect sacrifice on the cross for our sins. 

3. Moral laws. 

These laws reveal the standard of behavior that God expects from His people.  These laws transcend time.  The principles of justice, mercy, honesty, respect for what belongs to another, appropriate retribution, respect for parents, appropriate and inappropriate sexual relations, guidelines for marriage, principles of labor and many other moral laws are still in effect today. 

"Read the 10 commandments again in Exodus 20.   How would you say that these moral laws apply to us today?"

WHY WE SHOULD LOVE THE MORAL LAW?

First of all, please understand that God did not give us the law so we could be saved through it. From the earliest days of Genesis, God pointed to a Savior who alone could save us. So, if God didn't give us the law so we could earn salvation, why did He give it to us?  The law has three basic purposes:

1. The law restrains sin   

"How does God's law restrain sin?"

By giving us the moral law God helps to restrain sin. A society without moral law descends into anarchy. Everyone does what they feel like. Their motivation is only to advance and promote themselves. The law of God points us toward a higher standard and thus reins in sin. The very threat of eternal punishment for breaking God's law has some measure of restraint on our society. 

"Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law" (Romans 7:7)

Consider laws against speeding.  You may think the law unnecessary. You may disobey the law frequently. But I'll tell you what -  you don't drive as fast as you might if the law was not there. The possibility that a state patrol officer is just over the next hill restrains your need for speed.  It may restrain much, or it may restrain but a little . . . but it does exercise some restraint against your sin nature.  This is one of the purposes of the moral law. 

2.  The law makes us aware of sin and our need for grace.   

"How does the law of God make us aware of our sin and our need for grace?"

When we read God's law we see God describing a measure of obedience and holiness that we do not attain. The law acts like a mirror that reveals the flaws in our own character.  Without God's law we would just continue to change the standard to condone our desires rather than adjusting our desires to God's standards.  We see this tension in our own society. Popular opinion is constantly seeking to water down God's standards on morality, ethics, and character.  God's law tells us the truth we don't want to hear.  Look at Romans 7 again:

"What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet."  (Romans 7:7,8)

"Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. (Galatians 3:23–25)
Paul calls the law “our tutor to lead us to Christ.”

"How does the law lead us to Christ?"

The law of God helps us see the truth about ourselves so that we will be willing to receive the salvation that is presented to us in Christ.  This is one of the reasons we should "love the law".  The Law truly leads us to Christ.  

But make no mistake about it - we are not saved by law keeping.   We are saved by God's grace and mercy.  Our God loves us unconditionally and offers salvation as a free gift. 

3.  The law reveals the heart of God and the duty of man 

"When you read the Old Testament laws, what sort of things to these laws teach you about who God is?"

The law reveals what God considers right behavior.  The law shows us God's desire for our life and character. The law tells us the right way to live, our duty. It is still the standard that serves as our goal. 

We need to listen to the law of God, not so that we might get to Heaven but so that we might know how to live appropriately.  

This is a difficult concept so let me quote Jerry Bridges, 

Legalism... is to seek justification and good standing with God through the merit of works done in obedience to the law -- instead of by faith in Christ. ...the fundamental character of God's law has not changed. What has changed is our reason for obedience . . Under grace, obedience is a loving response to salvation already provided in Christ. [Bridges TRANSFORMING GRACE p. 91-92) 

"What difference should all these truths make in our lives?

One application might be to read the law of God.  Read through the many laws in Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy. Take your time.  Some of the laws won't apply to your life. Some will focus on ceremonies and civic duties. Skim those laws and notice any principles that might be there. But pay close attention to the moral laws. These laws speak to us about areas of life that need to be spoken to.  These laws urge us to consider the needs of others, to respect what others own, to be pure in our sexuality, to be honest in our dealings, to be compassionate toward the poor, to be diligent in avoiding the occult, to avoid any form of idolatry and so much more. 

If we understand the purpose of God's law and embrace it as the expression of God's heart, then we will be able to say like David, 
"Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long!" (Ps. 119:97).   

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
