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"WHAT DID YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT EASTER THIS PAST SUNDAY?"

There are at least 15 historical references to Jesus meeting people, touching people, talking with people. One time He cooked breakfast for some people. One time He talked to about 500 people after He had risen from the dead. A lot of people saw Him.  The resurrection of Christ is one of the most thoroughly and solidly documented events in history. If an impartial jury could have all the evidence presented to them, including an abundance of testimony from eyewitnesses, the members of the jury would be forced to conclude that Christ rose again from the dead. The facts of the case overwhelmingly support this conclusion.

"HOW DOES THE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AFFECT YOUR FAITH?"

"AS WE LOOK AT THE THREE POINTS PASTOR RAINER SHARED LAST SUNDAY REGARDING THE MEANING OF THE RESURRECTION, WHICH ONE IS MOST MEANINGFUL TO YOU?  WHY?"

WHAT DOES THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST MEAN?

1. Jesus is who He claimed to be

"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25,26) 

"Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." (John 14:6)

2. Jesus has the power he claimed to have

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.." (Matthew 28:18)

"The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again." (John 10:17,18

3. Jesus does what he promises to do

"We are going up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise." (Mark 10:33,34)

"The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay." (Matthew 28:5,6)

"HOW CAN EACH OF THE PREVIOUS 3 POINTS HELP YOU LIVE FOR GOD THIS WEEK?"

"GIVE EXAMPLES AFTER EACH OF THE NEXT THREE POINTS OF HOW THESE TRUTHS CAN HELP YOU LIVE FOR CHRIST THIS WEEK."

HOW THE FACT OF EASTER CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE

1. Your past can be forgiven

"When you were dead in your sins . . . God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross." (Colossians 2:13,14)

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus," (Romans 8:1)

2. Your present problems can be managed

". . . That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead."   (Ephesians 1:19,20)

"I can do everything through him who gives me strength."

(Philippians 4:13)

3. Your future can be secure

"Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent." (John 17:3)

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you," (1 Peter 1:3,4)

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

