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For the last 19 years, West Sound Community Church has been used by God to carry out the Great Commission. However, in recent years our leaders have sensed a decrease in our effectiveness at making followers of Jesus Christ.  This “holy dissatisfaction” has led us to reflect on our purpose, values and strategy. Over the last few months we have begun to move out of our plateau condition as a church and move into greater productivity for the Kingdom.  Since our ultimate goal is to glorify God, we believe that everyone at WSCC needs to go through a process of change. This involves repentance, which leads to passion for God which leads to a biblical worldview which leads to a multiplication of disciples for Christ.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Our purpose is to glorify God by producing followers of Christ who are passionate about God, His Word, His Church, and the lost.

Revelation 2:1-5

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands:

2  I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false.

3  You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.
4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.

5  Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

"I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes . . . " (Romans 1:16)

HOW DO I RETURN TO MY FIRST LOVE?     Through repentance

What is repentance?

1) A true sense of one’s own sinfulness and guilt (liability to punishment)

2) Perceiving and comprehending God’s mercy and grace in Jesus Christ

3) An actual hatred of sin (Psa. 119:128; Job 42:5, 6; 2 Cor. 7:20) and turning from it to God
 
4) A persistent endeavor in walking with God in the way He prescribes and commands.

Psalm 51

Repentance begins with David appealing to God’s mercy (v. 1)
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great   

 
compassion blot out my transgressions.

Next is a statement of the sinner’s intent. David desires for God to cleanse him from his sin (v. 2).
 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

For repentance to take place there must be clear conviction of sin (v. 3)
 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

We must have a broken spirit and a contrite heart over our sin (v. 17)
 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not  

 
despise.

There are certain realizations that God helped David to arrive at:

1) We realize that all sin is ultimately against God (v. 4a)
 
Against you, you only, have I sinned

2) We agree with what God says concerning our sin (Confession) (v. 4b)
 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved   

 
right when you speak and justified when you judge.
3) We acknowledge that we are sinners from the beginning (nature precedes actions) (v. 5)
 
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

4) We realize that we are thoroughly sinful - sin isn’t just confined to one aspect of our being

5) We know that God wants us to be radically honest in the core of our being (v. 6a)
 
Surely you desire truth in the inner parts ;

6) We pray that God’s wisdom would invade our inner most being (v. 6b)
 
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

7) We acknowledge our sin deserves death - God is justified when He judges our sin (v. 4c)
 
you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.

8) We respond by turning our mind, emotions and will from sin to righteousness

9) We commit to live righteously as a testimony of God’s mercy and forgiveness

10) We rejoice in the results of repentance - rediscover the joy of God’s salvation (v. 12a)
 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation

11) We realize that repentance leads to worshipping and praising God (v. 15)
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

12) We desire to share the lessons we learn from God with others (v. 13)
 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.  

"This is what the Lord says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches,but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the Lord."  (Jeremiah 9:23,24)

"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.

2  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare." 
(Isaiah 55:1,2)

When I truly repent and return to my first love for Jesus, then the following areas of my life will change:
 
1.  My mind


2.  My heart toward fellow believers


3.  My feet


4.  My hands


5.  My lips


6.  My appointment calendar


7.  My checkbook

