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"How would I live my life differently if I knew what the future held?"

WHY IS CHRIST'S RETURN IMPORTANT?

1. It is prominent in the Bible

"Why do you think God's Word refers to Christ's return so often?"
2. It is a key to understanding the Bible

"Why would basic knowledge about the return of Christ be essential for understanding the Bible?"

3. It is our great hope
"How much do you anticipate the return of Christ?  

"Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure." (1 John 3:2,3)

4. It makes us alert
"Why would God keep secret the precise time of Christ's return?"
"So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him." (Matthew 24:44)

5. It warns us about living an ungodly life. 

"Let's turn to 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 and read it.  What does this passage teach us?"

6. It comforts us when we're hurting.
"How would the return of Christ comfort a hurting Christian?"

"So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay." (Hebrews 10:35-37)

HOW WILL CHRIST RETURN?

1. He will come in two phases


a. First phase - in the air

READ 1 Thess. 4:13-18

This is the passage from which Christians get the term "Rapture" because it speaks about Christians being caught up in the clouds to meet Jesus in the air. The word rapture does not appear, but the idea of being caught up in the clouds is clear.


b. Second phase - in person

Now there is an in house debate among Christians on the order of these events.  I'm not going to debate this today.  Instead let me show you some clear characteristics of the return of Christ that fit no matter what your view is:



1. It will be unexpected and sudden

Jesus said in MAT 24:27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

Jesus said in MAT 24:36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

"What do you think of various groups and individuals who predict the date of Christ's return?"



2. He will come with glory and power

MAT 24:30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.



3. He will come with angels

MAT 24:31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

So, we've seen why the return of Christ is important and we've seen how he will return, but why is he coming again? Why can't Jesus just stay in heaven? What are the reasons for his return?

WHY IS CHRIST GOING TO RETURN?

The Bibles gives at least 8 reasons why Jesus needs to return. 

"Which of the following reasons for Christ's return are most important to you and why?"
1. To give all believers a new body
PHI 3:21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

2. To reward believers
1 Cor. 3:11-15

3. Reveal himself to the whole world

4. To judge the Anti-Christ 

5. To bind Satan

6. To save Israel

7. To judge the nations 

8. To set up His kingdom

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
