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"Before we distribute our lesson outline, let's brainstorm.  Why do you think it is important to study angels?"

I. Why study angels? 


A. To clear up misconceptions and stereotypes


B. Because of an overemphasis on Satan


C. To comfort and inspire believers


D. To challenge unbelievers to believe. 

"What is one question you have about angels?"

II. Names of God's angels 


A.  The angels



1. Make known God's purposes (Luke 1:11-13) 



2. Execute his commands (Rev. 16:1) 


3. There are thousands (Rev. 5:11 ) 



4. May appear individually (Acts 5:19) 



5. May appear in couples (Acts 1: 10) 



6. May appear in groups (Luke 2:13) 
"How does it make you feel to know that there are thousands and thousands of angels?"


B. Cherubim



1. They guard the tree of life (Gen. 3:24) 


2. God is enthroned above the cherubim (2 Kings 19:15) 


3. They reflect the glory of God (Ezk. 10:1-22)


4. Satan was a cherub (Ezk.28:14-16) 



5. They are not messengers like other angels.  They are instead, proclaimers and protectors of God's glorious presence, sovereignty, and holiness.

"Why do you think Satan rebelled against God?"


C. Seraphim (Is. 6:2-7)


1. They have 6 wings - 2 cover the face, 2 cover their feet, 2 enable them to fly.



2. They stand above God



3. They lead heaven in worship of God



4. They have powerful voices (v. 4)

"What do seraphim teach us about the holiness of God?"


D. The Living Creatures (Rev. 4:6-9) 

These angelic beings are again different from cherubim and seraphim.  They to worship God.  They specifically direct judgments in Rev. 6:1-7.

They witness the worship of the 144,000 in Rev. 14:3)


E. Michael, the archangel (Jude 1:9)



1. He has his own angels (Rev. 12:7)



2. He is the prince or guardian of Israel (Dan. 12:1)



3. Fights with Satan (Rev. 12:7-12)



4. He announces the return of Christ (1 Thess. 4:16-18). 


5. There may be more than one (Dan. 10:13)


F. The angel Gabriel (Luke 1:19)



1. He appears as a man (Dan. 9:21,22)



2. He stands in God’s presence ready to quickly do His will (Luke 1:19)



3. He appeared to Zechariah and Mary. (Luke 1:19,26)

"What impresses you most about angels?"

III. The nature of angels 


A. They are created beings (Ps. 148:2-5) 


B. Man is lower than the angels (Heb. 2:7) 


C. Man will judge angels in the future (I Cor. 6:3) 


D. They may not have bodies (Heb. 1:13-14) 


E. They do not marry or die (Luke 20:35,36) 



F. They cannot receive the gift of salvation (Heb. 2:16; I Pet. 1:12)

G. Their intelligence is great but limited (II Sam.14:20; Matt. 24:36) 


H. Their strength is great but limited (II Pet. 2:11; Dan. 10:13) 


I. They are not omnipresent (Job 1:7; Zech. 1:11) 


J. They have emotions (Job 38:7; Lk. 15:10) 

"How will you live differently knowing that angels rejoice over you?"

IV. The work of angels 


A. In life of Christ



1. Mary informed by Gabriel (Luke 1:26-38) 



2. Joseph assured in a dream (Matthew 1:20) 



3. Announcement of Christ's birth (Luke 2:8-15) 



4. Ministered to Christ in wilderness (Matt. 4:11) 



5. Nathanael told he would see angels (John 1:51) 



6. Jesus strengthened in garden (Lk. 22:43) 



7. 12 legions would come to Christ's aid if necessary (Matt. 26:53) 



8. Rolled away Christ's grave stone (Matt. 28:2-7) 



9. At Christ's ascension (Acts 1: 10) 



10. At Christ's Second Coming (Matt. 16:27; 25:31) 

"What does the extensive involvement of angels in the life of Christ teach you about Jesus?  About angels?"

B. In the Future 



1. They will carry out judgment (Rev. 7:2; 16:1)



2. They come with Jesus in judgment (II Thess. 1 :7; Jude 14,15) 



3. They gather the elect at Christ's return (Matt. 24:31) 



4. They will separate false from true at end of age (Matt. 13:39,49) 



5. They will stand before gates of New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:12)  


C. Today in my life



1. They protect and deliver God's people (Gen. 19: 11; I Kings 19:5; Dan. 3:28; 6:22; Acts 5:19; 12:10)   




a. Guardian angels (Matt. 18:10; Ps. 91:11) 

"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. (Matt. 18:10)

"How would this truth about guardian angels affect a discouraged person?"


2. They stand before God and worship. What a great example to us!  (Ps. 148:2; Matt. 18: 10; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 5:11) 

"What can we learn from angels about worship?"


3. They guide and encourage (Matt. 28:5-7; Acts 8:26)

"How does the fact that angels are watching you encourage you?"



4. They execute judgment toward individuals and nations (Gen. 19: 12; II Sam. 24: 16; Ezek. 9: 1; Acts 12:23; Rev. 16) 

"How does this reminder of future judgment affect how you will live from this point forward?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
