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"Let's have some fun and get to know one another better.  Share one thing with the group about yourself that might not be well known."

"Why are most of us concerned about what others say about us?"

We continue our series called Basic Training and we arrive at the all important topic of Jesus Christ. Who was Jesus really?  Jesus himself said that this was the most important issue of all time.  

". . . if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins."  (John 8:24)

"Who do you say Jesus is?  Why is this so important?"
THE EVIDENCE THAT PROVES JESUS IS GOD

1. The reliability of the record
How do we know that the ancient historical documents which make up the New Testament of the Bible are reliable? 


a. They are early

"Why is it important the New Testament was written within just a few years of Christ's death and resurrection?"

b. They are based on eyewitness testimony

"Why is eyewitness testimony so important?"
"We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. " (2 Peter 1:16)  


c. They have the earmarks of authenticity

"How do you feel when archeology agrees with the Bible?"
2. The credibility of Christ's claims

There is plenty of confirming evidence for Christ's claim that he is God.  


a. Look at His miracles

"How do the miracles of Jesus prove His claim to be God?"


b. His character
"How does the sinless character of Jesus prove that He was God?"


c. How Jesus embodied all the qualities that make God, God. 

3. The fitting of a fingerprint

"Why are fingerprints so compelling as evidence?"

"How does Christ's perfect fulfillment of prophecy encourage you?"
4.  Christ's impact on individuals

"How do you argue with changed lives?"

5. The truth about how Jesus died

"How does Christ's brutal death confirm His resurrection and claim that He was God?"

6. Resurrection evidence


a. Early accounts

"Why is the early dating of the accounts of Christ's resurrection so important?"

b. Empty tomb.

"What does the empty tomb mean to you?"

c. Eyewitnesses who saw the resurrected Christ

"Based on all this evidence, in your own words, explain why you are convinced that Jesus is God and how it causes you to live differently."
"I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?"  (John 11:25)

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
