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Why is basic training crucial for any person seeking to accomplish a goal?

What kind of questions do you have about the Trinity?
Why do most people have a tendency to invent their own god versus accepting the God of the Bible?"

What objections to the Trinity have you heard about?"

A DEFINITION
The trinity refers to the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three persons who are coequal in power, nature, and eternity.
FIVE REASONS FOR BELIEVING IN THE TRINITY
1.  The Bible teaches that there is one God
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” (Deuteronomy 6:4)

“yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live;” (1 Corinthians 8:6a). 

Why are you glad that we worship one God and not many?" 

2. The Bible teaches that the Father is God
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,” (Matthew. 6:9)

”Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,” (2 Corinthians 1:3)

3. The Bible teaches that the Son is God
Jesus had the audacity to make the outrageous claim that He was God.   When you look into the Hebrew Bible, the word “Yahweh” which Jews would not even pronounce (it was such a holy name), translated in some versions “Jehovah”, was the special name of God revealed to Moses when Moses asked “Who should I say has sent me to the Israelites?  What are we supposed to call you?”
“God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" (Exodus 3:14)

 “I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"  (John 8:58)

This statement claims not only existence before Abraham, but equality with the “I AM” of Exodus 3:14. Jesus used the same words.  

 “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,” (Colossians 2:9). 

 “. . . our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,”  (Titus 2:13)

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death‑‑ even death on a cross! ”  (Philippians 2:5-8)

What if Jesus was not God?  What difference would that make to you?

4.  The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is God
“Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." (Acts 5:3-4).

5. The Bible teaches that the resurrection of Jesus involved Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
“Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days. . . . But the temple he had spoken of was his body.”  (John 2:19,21)

“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.” ( Romans 8:11). 

“When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways."  (Acts 3:26)

So who raised Jesus from the dead?  The Father did, the Son did, the HS did. Bottom line – God, who is three in one raised JC from the dead.

WHAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY TEACHES ME

1. God created me to love me
“And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.” (Acts 17:25)

God doesn’t need us, but he created us anyway to share His love.  That makes you and me incredibly significant.  You and I are the most special parts of His creation.  He chose us to be recipients of His love. God the Father, Son and HS are complete and perfect in their love, yet they wanted to create us and communicate their love to us.  Look at what JC said in this amazing passage:

“ . . . Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." (John 17:21-26) 

How does it make you feel that God made you to love you?"
2.  God is God and I am not
In what ways do we sometimes act like we are God?"
“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”  (Romans 11:33-36)

Let God be God.  Don’t even think you can be God’s counselor.  Instead humble yourself before Him and say today and everyday, “Lord Your will be done even when I don’t understand.  Your ways and your essence are way beyond me.  Therefore it is obvious - YOU KNOW BEST!  HAVE IT YOUR WAY!  I will fit into your plans for me.  I repent of dictating terms to you. Forgive me for the folly of my thinking.  Oh, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit your ways are beyond tracing out.”
3.  How to pray
How is prayer a blessing to you?
 “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,”  (Matthew. 6:9)

“And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  (John 14:13-14)

“For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.”  (Ephesians 2:18)

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.” (Romans 8:26,27)

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?

