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“What if you went to the doctor and complained about some pain in your chest and the doctor said “You’re not sick my friend, you’re dead.”   What would you say?”

READ Ephesians 2:1-10
WHAT AM I WITHOUT CHRIST?

1.  I am dead  (Ephesians 2:1)

 “What are some of the responses you might hear from people if you told them that the Bible says they are spiritually dead in their sin apart from Christ?” 
2. I am enslaved to the ways of the world (2:2)

 “How is a person enslaved to the world (apart from a relationship with Christ)?  Give some examples.” 

3. I am obedient to Satanic and demonic influences (2:2)

"What evidence do you see that points to Satan's existence in the world?"
“You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44)

It’s no wonder that this lawlessness is equally true of us.  You should write down as well these words - Without Christ, I am lawless.

“Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4)

And then to top it off, like Satan, the Bible says I am at war with God.   That’s the ultimate result of disobeying God’s law.  It’s hostility.

“. . . the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.” (Romans 8:7)

4.  I am driven by my sinful nature (flesh) (2:3)

“. . . You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience.  We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat.” (Ephesians 2:3, The Message)

"Give an example of how someone lives who is driven by their sinful nature."

5.  I am condemned (2:3)

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.” (John 3:18)

"Do you believe that hell is a real place?  Why?  How does the reality of hell affect the way you live?"

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  (Matthew 25:41)

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions- it is by grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:4,5)

"How does a correct understanding of our true nature (spiritually dead) help us understand God's gift of salvation?"

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
