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"What’s the funniest thing that ever happened to you or your family at Christmas?”
Let's read the account of Christ's birth in Matthew 1:18-25.  What do you think the relatives of Mary and Joseph said about all this?"
We're going to talk about how difficult relatives.  Some of the biggest grinches that steal Christmas are family members that irritate you. They frustrate you or hurt you so much that you miss the true meaning of Christmas and you just can't wait until they leave and Christmas is over. Because of them, and your reaction to them, the true meaning of Christmas is lost.

"How can our response to difficult relatives cause us to miss the joy of Christmas and joy in the Christian life?"
"What are some characteristics of difficult relatives?"
1. They are emotionally blind
2. They are emotionally deaf
How do you know someone hasn't really been listening to you?"
3. They rarely admit that they are wrong.

The Bible is full of difficult relatives and God tries to show us over and over again the consequences of their behavior and our reaction to them.  You don't even have to go past the first book of the Bible, Genesis. There are enough examples in that one book alone to substantiate the fact that the problem of difficult relatives has been going on for a long time.

Listen to what Adam said after he had eaten of the forbidden fruit, as he explains to God just whose fault this all is. .."The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree.. ." (Genesis 3:12).

Then the Lord turns to Eve and asks her how she could have done such a thing, and she answers ""The serpent deceived me" (Genesis 3:13). 

"What do Adam and Eve teach us about wrong behavior in families?"
HOW TO COPE WITH YOUR DIFFICULT RELATIVES

1. Accept them as they are. Don't try to change them.
Notice I did not say to merely resign yourself to the fact that you have a difficult relative. I said accept your difficult relative. Accept things as they are. Don't you try to change them. It will backfire every time. Leave room for God to change the person. Step back and let God work. And even if the person does not change, accept the fact that God knows what He's doing.

"What do we learn about accepting difficult relatives from Hannah's example in 1 Samuel 1:1-11?"
Hanna didn't say, "I give up, I can't, this is impossible, no one understands, I'm alone, It's all over, I'm stuck."
No. She turned to God, accepted the situation as it was, and asked God to intervene.

2. Give God permission to do whatever He needs to do.

"How did Hannah give God permission to do whatever He needed to do in her life?"
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
