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On this last Sunday of 2010, I’d like you to consider how to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ to others in 2011.

During this Christmas season, we’ve been asking:

“What are some ways you hope to make the teaching about Jesus more attractive through your life in 2011?”
"so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive" (Titus 2:10). 

So this morning I’d like to invite a number of you to share up here on stage.

In order to prime the pump, so to speak, I’d also like to list for you very briefly some of the best reasons you can give others for giving their lives to Christ.

And then I want to give you a quick reminder of all the ways you can make an impact with others at WSCC.

First of all I want you to think about the fact that there are people all around you who don’t know or follow or love Jesus and they are wondering . . .

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

Especially when there are all kinds of other causes and belief systems and religions out there that claim to be the way.

Your role as a Christian is to be an ambassador for Christ the King.  You are an emissary offering an invitation to others to become part of King Jesus’ kingdom.  

“We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.”  (2 Corinthians 5:20)

You bring the presence of Christ wherever you go. But why should they listen to you?

Let’s brainstorm together.  If I were not a Christian, give me some reasons why I should give my life to Christ.

Well I can tell you what not to say.  It's been 36 years since I gave my life to Christ, and I can tell you, the Christian life is not an easy, 'feel good' road. It doesn't come with a benefits package guaranteed to fix all of your problems, at least not this side of heaven. But I wouldn't trade it now for any other path. The benefits far outweigh the challenges. 

Here are six life-changing facts worth considering as reasons to give your life to Jesus.

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

1. Because Jesus offers the greatest love
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  (John 15:13)

There is no greater demonstration of devotion, no greater sacrifice of love, than to lay down your life for another. 

The Christian faith is built upon this kind of love. Jesus gave his life for us:

"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)

In Romans 8:35-39 Paul goes on to say that once we've experienced Christ's radical, unconditional love, nothing can separate us from it. And just as we freely receive Christ's love, as his followers, we learn to spread this love to others. 

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

2. Because Jesus gives freedom.
Similar to knowing God's love, absolutely nothing compares to the freedom a child of God experiences when released from the heaviness, guilt and shame caused by sin. 

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.” (Romans 8:1,2)

At the moment of salvation, our sins are forgiven, or "washed away." As we read God's Word and allow his Holy Spirit to work in our hearts, we are increasingly set free from sin's power. 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." (John 8:36)

And not only do we experience freedom through forgiveness of sin, and freedom from sin's power over us, we also begin to learn how to forgive others. As we let go of anger, bitterness and resentment, the chains that held us captive are broken through our own acts of forgiveness. 

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

3. Because Jesus provides lasting joy and peace

The freedom we experience in Christ gives birth to lasting joy and abiding peace. 

“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (1 Peter 1:8-9)

 When we experience God's love and forgiveness, Christ becomes the center of our joy. It doesn't seem possible, but even in the midst of great trials, the joy of the Lord bubbles deep within us and his peace settles over us: 

"And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:7)

Allow me to read you a quote that was written in an author's journal while he and his wife were still staunch agnostics, but open to an honest investigation on account of having so many Christian friends. This is what he wrote in his journal:

"The best argument for Christianity is Christians: their joy, their certainty, their completeness. But the strongest argument against Christianity is also Christians--when they are somber and joyless, when they are self-righteous and smug in complacent consecration, when they are narrow and repressive, then Christianity dies a thousand deaths. But, though it is just to condemn some Christians for these things, perhaps, after all, it is not just, though very easy, to condemn Christianity itself for them. Indeed, there are impressive indications that the positive quality of joy is in Christianity--and possibly nowhere else. If that were certain, it would be proof of a very high order."

~Sheldon Vanuaken, A Severe Mercy

This is the perspective of an agnostic. Are we, as Christians, living lives that are arguing for or against Christianity? Notice that Vanauken, while an intellectual, does not say that the best argument for Christianity is the logical reasoning for the resurrection, the evidence for an intelligent designer or anything of the sort. 

All those things are important in their place, but the best way to show the world the glorious value of a life in Christ is a humble, pervasive joy in all kinds of trials that is irresistible to lost and dying people. 

Where does this type of joy come from? It is a gift from God alone. It comes through a deep and profound faith in God's grace (also a gift) for our lives. Is that the message that our lives are sending to the world?

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

4. Because Jesus wants to become your friend.

God sent Jesus, his only Son, so that we could have a relationship with him

"You are my friends if you do what I command.." (John 15:14)

God wants to connect with us in intimate friendship. He is ever present in our lives, to comfort us, to strengthen us, to listen and to teach. He speaks to us through his Word, he leads us by his Spirit. Jesus wants to be our closest friend. 

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

5. Because Jesus will give you purpose

We were created by God and for God. 

"For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."  (Ephesians 2:10)

We were created for worship. Worship is the activity of the human soul.  The deepest cry of our hearts is to know and worship God. As we develop our relationship with God, he transforms us through his Holy Spirit into the person we were created to be. And as we are changed through his Word, we begin to exercise and develop the gifts God has placed within us. We discover our fullest potential and true spiritual fulfillment as we walk in the purposes and plans that God not only designed for us, but designed us for. No earthly accomplishment compares to this experience. 

“Why should I give my life to Jesus?”

6. Because Jesus gives eternal life

A Christ follower gets to experience eternity with God:

One of my favorite verses in the Bible, Ecclesiastes 3:11 says that God has "set eternity in the hearts of men." I believe this is the reason we experience an inner longing or emptiness, until our spirits are made alive in Christ. Then, as God's children, we receive eternal life as a gift 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23). 

Eternity with God will far exceed any earthly expectation we can begin to imagine about heaven: 

"No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him." (1 Corinthians 2:9)

So how are you going are you going to get the opportunities to be an ambassador for Christ and share with people all the good reasons why they should trust Him?

Well there are thousands of ways.  But allow me to focus on some ways we are doing that at WSCC.  And I’ll point out some people who are leading the charge.

The Impact Missions of West Sound

Coffee Oasis

Impact Groups


Cougar Valley


Through Carol Miller


Bayview retirement home


YWCA domestic violence help

Montana Missions Trip

Whaling Days

Support short term missions

TESTIMONIES

“What are some ways you hope to make the teaching about Jesus more attractive through your life in 2011?”
"so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive" (Titus 2:10). 

Let’s pray.
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