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“How many of you have ever flat out sinned, disobeyed God and experienced the painful consequences of your sin?   Would some of you be willing to share the consequences of your sin that you experienced?”
The remedy for regaining your courage after a sinful fall is contained in Joshua chapter 7 and the story of Achan. As you know, chapter 7 follows chapter 6, and chapter 6 of Joshua recounts the story of the battle of Jericho. 

God through Joshua told the Israelites that when the walls fell down, they should rush into the city and kill everything that was there. He also told them not to take any of the plunder for themselves, but to give all the spoils of war to God.

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 6:17,18.  Why do you think God told Israel to not take any spoils of war from Jericho?”

1. The sin (7:1)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 7:1.  What do you learn about sin from this verse?”
Principle

Sin is lack of faithfulness to God.  

Sin breaks the heart of God.  

Sin produces righteous anger in God.

“What is your response to the principle above?”
So often we sin and fall because we simply have no idea how seriously God views sin.  How it grieves Him.  How because of his justice, our sin must unleash God’s judgment and wrath because if he just winked at our sin and excused it then there would be no justice in the universe.  Sin is serious.  Sin must be dealt with.  

Even here we see the incredible love of God, because if he were just a permissive parent who allowed us to do what we wanted, then how cruel and pointless would be our world and all of human history.  But God loves us so much he draws a line and says this is right and this is wrong.  He is the author of ethical behavior, of morality and it is one of the most loving gifts he could give us.
2. The consequences of the sin (7:2-5)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 7:2-5.  What are the consequences of Achan’s sin?”
Principle

All sin, secret or public, leads to defeat, 

fear and distance from God.

“How have you seen the principle above verified in your life or in the lives of others?”
3. The confusion caused by the sin (7:6-9)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 7:7-9.  In what ways do you see the mental anguish and confusion in Joshua?”
Principle

Sin produces confused thinking

“How have you seen sin produce confused thinking?”
4. God’s diagnosis of the sin (7:10-12)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 7:10-12.  What is God’s diagnosis of the sin?” 
Principle

God sees our sin accurately.  

Therefore we must agree with God’s assessment 

of our sin.

“Why is it so important for us to agree with God’s assessment of our sin?”
5. God’s remedy for the sin (7:12-15)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 7:12-15.  What are some different ways Joshua could have responded to God’s instructions in this passage?”

Principle

God’s remedy for our sin 

is for us to remove it immediately.

This is repentance.  Where I stop the wrong that I was doing and remove it from my life and I go in the opposite direction toward God and obedience to his commands.   

“How do you see God’s remedy of repentance as a positive thing?”


6. Joshua’s response to the sin (7:16-26)

“Let’s have someone read Joshua 7:16-26.  How do you know that Achan did not truly repent?”

Principle

Our sin affects others as well as ourselves.  

We never sin alone.  

There is always death associated with sin.

“How would you explain the principle above to someone who does not understand the seriousness of sin?”
“How would you explain to someone the practical steps of recovering from a sinful fall?  Use the outline below and apply it to a specific sin.  What are the words you would use as you talk to God?”

1. Confess 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)

2. Repent 

“Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.” (Revelation 2:5)

3. Receive God’s cleansing and forgiveness

4. Ask God to refill you with His Holy Spirit.

“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18)

Principle

It is wonderful to realize 

that once the sin has been dealt with, 

God's power can again flow in us.

“In what ways do you see the practice of repentance being a powerful and positive practice in your life?”
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
