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“What are some big steps of faith you’ve had to take in life?”
As we continue our series in Joshua, we arrive at chapters 3 and 4. The Hebrews were standing on the east side of the Jordan River.  The River was at flood stage which made crossing it impossible.  They were facing a moment of decision.  They could give up or trust God and go forward.  We know from history that they moved forward.  What I hope you discover are some simple and timeless principles for how to be courageous when taking steps of faith.

1. Follow God’s lead (3:3,4)
“Let’s have someone read verses 3 and 4.  Why do you think God had Israel cross the Jordan in this manner?”

Stepping out in faith seems risky but is the only course of action that allows the living God to work on our behalf.  Faith involves a commitment to act on God’s promises.  Faith rallies around the presence of God – counting on his blessing – staying focused on him.

I’m going to challenge you to put this principle into practice in your life.   Can you say the following?
ACTION PLAN

I will courageously step out on faith and follow God’s lead according to His Word in this area of my life. . . 

“What might that look like for you?”  

“Let’s have someone read Psalm 27:14.  How might that verse apply to your life right now?”

2. Be spiritually prepared (3:5)

“Let’s have someone read 3:5 of Joshua. Why should they consecrate themselves?”

We don’t use the word “consecrate” much anymore.   When something was consecrated it meant that it was purified and set apart for a sacred use.  Today I would say that it means to be “spiritually prepared”.  God will not use us unless we are ready to be used.  Being consecrated before the Lord involves several things,

1. Turning away from sinful behaviors.  It is not only recognizing when we are doing what is wrong, it is being truly repentant (that is more than being simply “sorry”).  It means we make the changes necessary to stop wrong behavior. 

2. Adopting a Godly attitude.  We must be soft, teachable, humble before the Lord. 

3. Living an obedient life.  The person set apart for God does what God has commanded.  They start by being obedient in the little things of life such as: honesty, integrity, humility, love, respect, and reverence. 

You cannot do great things for God until you have first consecrated your life; until you have become serious about following Christ. The person who is greatly used by God is the one who is serious about their commitment to the Lord.  Their faith is not a compartment of their life, their relationship with Christ is what feeds and drives the rest of their life. Holiness makes you useful. This principle of consecration, holiness, repentance, and being spiritually prepared is not just for Israel, it’s taught throughout the Bible and is for Christians.  

“What are some things you learn about consecration in 2 Timothy 2:20-26?” 

Repentance and faith have always been the conditions for God’s blessing:

Would you be willing to take this course of action?

ACTION PLAN

Before I step out on faith, I will humble myself before God and repent of my sin 

specifically in these areas . . . .

 “What is God tapping on your heart about regarding consecration and repentance?”
3. Don’t wait for courage before you obey (3:14-16)

When stepping out on faith, courage often comes after obedience. 

“Let’s have someone read 3:14-16.  How would you have felt if you were one of those priests carrying the Ark?”

Look at the obedience of the priests (who carried the ark of the covenant). They were charged with a very difficult and courageous assignment. Talk about “Be strong and courageous!” They had to stand in the middle of the Jordan and be the last to cross over. Do you think they were scared?  You bet.  But they obeyed.  

As you look at the lives of the people who lived empowered or extraordinary lives you see that they all had to take a step of faith and God gave them courage along the way.

· Noah built a boat 

· Abraham left home to a place “God would show him” 

· Moses went before Pharaoh 

· Esther went to the King 

· David took on Goliath 

· Shadrack, Meschach and Abednego refused to worship the idol even though they were threatened with the fiery furnace 

· Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 

· Paul went to the Gentiles 

Nothing has changed in God’s thinking. We can never be greatly used by God if we are always trying to “play it safe”. God calls us to prayerfully, take a step of faith in response to His clear leading through His Word and then He will give us courage along the way after we obey.  

God does not give us the entire roadmap before we begin the journey, He reveals what we must do right now and asks us to obey.  When we take the first step, He will give you the next and courage will grow along the way.

ACTION PLAN

I will not wait for courage before I obey God.  I will step out on faith in obedience to God’s commands knowing that God will give me courage along the way.
“How have you seen this principle verified in your life or the lives of other Christians?”
There is one final step in this process and it is a simple but important step.  

4.  Commemorate God’s faithfulness (4:5-7)

“Would someone please read 4:5-7?”

Each tribe was to send a representative to take a stone - undoubtedly a large one - from the dry river bed where Israel had crossed over, so the stones could be set up as a memorial. The purpose of this memorial was so that the people of Israel could teach their children about the great things God had done, so that the work of God would not be forgotten among the generations.

“How would forgetting about the great things God has done hinder us from trusting God?”
We often fail in our trust of God because we forget the great things He has done, and often the faith of our children is weak because they have never been told how great God is and how real His working is in our lives.

If we want to live lives of courage, we need some memorials in our own lives to keep us “on task”.  We need markers that will help us to remember our journey of faith and how God has guided us along the way.  

“There are lots of things that can serve as a monument to God’s faithfulness in our lives.  Let’s brainstorm a list of ideas together.”
You see, when you exalt God in this way, you grow in courage and you avoid the idea that you are the big shot that accomplished the task.  You proclaim to your kids and to all who see you that the Lord is the one running the show.

So would you be willing to make this declaration?

Action Plan

When I step out on faith, I will give God all the credit and establish physical memorials so that I will not forget.  This will reinforce the reality of God’s power in my life and increase my courage.  

One way I can do this is . . . 
We may never walk across a river on dry land.  We may never walk on water.  We will probably not become famous for our Christian life and profession.  Our deaths probably won’t be lead stories on the news.  However, that doesn’t mean we are condemned to live a life that is mundane and ordinary.  

Even though we may never be famous, we can still live lives of courage empowered by God’s Spirit.  We can make an impact (even if simple and quiet) for the Kingdom of God.  We can serve God in great ways even if no one ever knows about it.  We can serve greatly if we are willing to follow His lead, if we will diligently live lives in readiness and preparation, if we will dare to step out in faith, and if we will establish reference points along the way to keep us from drifting.   The question is: Do you want to experience the adventure of faith? Do you want to be used by God to make a real difference?

 

 “What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?”

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

2. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
