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“Give an example of a time where you scoffed at something and it turned out that you were right.  Give an example of a time when you scoffed and you were wrong.”
The world has always had, and always will have, scoffers.  So as we continue our series in the book of 2 Peter, we see Peter battle yet another problem that most churches run into: misinformation about the return of Christ.  Scoffers discouraging God’s people because Jesus had not returned yet.  So how do you handle scoffers?  And how should you get ready for Christ’s return?  Peter tells us in chapter 3, verses 1-10.

1.  Understand & remember God’s Word (1-2) 

“Let’s read verses 1 and 2.  Why is understanding and remembering God’s Word crucial for being prepared for Christ’s return and for defeating scoffers?”

Here’s the logical application point for these verses:

ACTION POINT

In order to be ready for the return of Christ,

I must read and remember God’s Word.

“What’s one way you could make this action point a reality in your life this week?”

2.  Understand the message of scoffers (3-4) 

“Let’s read verses 3 and 4.  What is the message of scoffers?”

“How might the message of scoffers discourage Christians?”

ACTION POINT

Since I understand the message of scoffers,

I will not doubt God or be discouraged

regarding the return of Christ.

“How does understanding the message of scoffers encourage you not to doubt?”
3.  Understand the error of scoffers (5-7) 

“Let’s read verses 5-7.  What error do scoffers commit?”
ACTION POINT

Since God has judged evil in the past,

I am confident He will judge evil in the future

“How does God’s promised judgment encourage you?”

4.   Understand God’s perspective on time (8)

“Let’s read verse 8.  How does understanding God’s perspective on time help you?”

ACTION POINT

Since I understand God’s perspective on time,

I will be at peace with God’s time table for my life.

5. Understand the motivation behind God’s patience (v. 9)

“Let’s read verse 9.  What is God’s motivation for delaying the return of Christ?”

“How many of us are glad that Jesus didn't return ten years, or five years, or two years, or one year, or two months ago? 

ACTION POINT

I will praise God for, and tell others about, His patience and desire that everyone be saved.

“What would be one way you could communicate this truth to others this week?”
6. Understand the suddenness of the coming of Christ & the transformation of the world (v. 10)

“Let’s read verse 10.  How will Jesus return and what will be the effect on the world?”
“How does verse 10 help you reject materialism?”
So if you really believe that, then make these last declarations:

ACTION POINT

Since Jesus could return at any moment,

I will live each moment for His honor and glory. 

Since all material things in this world will be destroyed,

I will hold material things loosely and not worship them.

“What would be one way you could practice this action point this week?”
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND APPLICATION:

1. What changes in your life is God asking you to make as a result of last Sunday’s message and this study tonight?   

2. What other prayer requests do each of us have?

3. How will we as group reach out to our community in the name of Jesus this month?
